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Conversations with Steve Martin presents a collection of interviews and profiles
that focus on Martin as a writer, artist, and original thinker over the course of
more than four decades in show business. While those less familiar with his full
body of work may think of Martin as primarily the “wild and crazy guy” with an
arrow through his head, this book makes the case that he is in fact one of our
nation’s most accomplished and varied artists. It shows the full range of Martin’s
creative work, tracing the source of his comic imagination from his early standup
days, starting in the mid to late 1960s through the films he has written and starred
in, and emphasizing his more recent creative outpourings as playwright, essayist,
novelist, memoirist, songwriter, composer, musician, and art critic.

“Standup is the hardest material in the world to write for someone else; it’s like
trying to condense 10 years of experience into 20 minutes of new material.,”
Martin says. But commenting on his fiction writing, he says. “I think you have to
be able to find as a writer that state where you don’t know what you’re going to
say or what the character is going to say or who the characters are. That’s the
biggest thrill of all. When you start to trust that subconscious thing and you don’t
censor yourself?just remember you can always throw it away?that’s when the
good stuff comes out.”

The selected materials consist not only of pieces focused primarily on Martin’s
writings, but also broader profiles and conversations that help explain Martin’s
development as a writer within the larger context of his many other
accomplishments, talents, and performance skills.
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Conversations with Steve Martin presents a collection of interviews and profiles that focus on Martin as a
writer, artist, and original thinker over the course of more than four decades in show business. While those
less familiar with his full body of work may think of Martin as primarily the “wild and crazy guy” with an
arrow through his head, this book makes the case that he is in fact one of our nation’s most accomplished and
varied artists. It shows the full range of Martin’s creative work, tracing the source of his comic imagination
from his early standup days, starting in the mid to late 1960s through the films he has written and starred in,
and emphasizing his more recent creative outpourings as playwright, essayist, novelist, memoirist,
songwriter, composer, musician, and art critic.

“Standup is the hardest material in the world to write for someone else; it’s like trying to condense 10 years
of experience into 20 minutes of new material.,” Martin says. But commenting on his fiction writing, he
says. “I think you have to be able to find as a writer that state where you don’t know what you’re going to
say or what the character is going to say or who the characters are. That’s the biggest thrill of all. When you
start to trust that subconscious thing and you don’t censor yourself?just remember you can always throw it
away?that’s when the good stuff comes out.”

The selected materials consist not only of pieces focused primarily on Martin’s writings, but also broader
profiles and conversations that help explain Martin’s development as a writer within the larger context of his
many other accomplishments, talents, and performance skills.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Robert E. Kapsis, Great Neck, New York, is professor of sociology and film studies at Queens College and
the Graduate Center of the City University of New York. He is author of Hitchcock: The Making of a
Reputation and editor of several volumes in the Conversations with Filmmakers Series, including a
forthcoming, updated edition of Woody Allen: Interviews.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Evans:

The publication with title Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) has a lot of
information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you within new era of
the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Joseph Ortiz:

The book untitled Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy
the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Mildred Olsen:

This Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and
that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make
them feel tired even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-
book type for your better life and knowledge.



Nancy Maxfield:

You will get this Conversations with Steve Martin (Literary Conversation Series) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.
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