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Churchill’ s techniques of government were distinctly unconventional. Energetic,
self-confident, and persuasive, he preferred to act outside official civil service
channels when the stakes were high. When forming foreign policy, his preferred
modus operandi was summit diplomacy—the cultivation of personal contactsto
achieve national objectives. At its best his direct intervention could be heroically
successful, resulting, for example, in the entry of the United States into the
Second World War. At itsworst it failed utterly. Either way thiswas
international politics at alevel of high dramaand high risk.

This book explores Churchill’s predilection for direct diplomatic action from his
first tentative involvement in 1908 until his retirement as prime minister in 1955.
Its principal focusis the period 1945-1955, during which the full force of
Churchill’s personal diplomacy was directed at sustaining Britain’s great power
status—in relation to the Soviet Union and the United States—at a time when its
own economic power was declining. In particular, after October 1951 Churchill
sought to revive with President Eisenhower and with Stalin’ s successorsin
Soviet Russiathe “Big Three” summitry he saw as the most effective meansto
forestall a nuclear holocaust and achieve alasting peace.

Based on an exhaustive scrutiny of official documents and private archivesin

Europe and the United States, this book breaks vital new ground in terms of both
Churchill scholarship and the international history of the Cold War.
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Churchill’ s techniques of government were distinctly unconventional. Energetic, self-confident, and
persuasive, he preferred to act outside official civil service channels when the stakes were high. When
forming foreign policy, his preferred modus operandi was summit diplomacy—the cultivation of personal
contacts to achieve national objectives. At its best his direct intervention could be heroically successful,
resulting, for example, in the entry of the United States into the Second World War. At itsworst it failed
utterly. Either way this was international politics at alevel of high dramaand high risk.

This book explores Churchill’ s predilection for direct diplomatic action from hisfirst tentative involvement
in 1908 until his retirement as prime minister in 1955. Its principal focusis the period 1945-1955, during
which the full force of Churchill’s personal diplomacy was directed at sustaining Britain’s great power
status—in relation to the Soviet Union and the United States—at a time when its own economic power was
declining. In particular, after October 1951 Churchill sought to revive with President Eisenhower and with
Stalin’s successors in Soviet Russiathe “Big Three” summitry he saw as the most effective meansto
forestall anuclear holocaust and achieve alasting peace.

Based on an exhaustive scrutiny of official documents and private archives in Europe and the United States,
this book breaks vital new ground in terms of both Churchill scholarship and the international history of the
Cold War.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

One of the greatest statesmen of the 20th century, Winston Churchill has been the subject of hundreds of
books, including two recent hefty contributions by prominent historians Roy Jenkins and Geoffrey Best.
Still, to the groaning shelf of Churchill studies should be added this excellent new work by Larres, who
teaches at Queen's University in Belfast. Larres has sifted through a mountain of primary and secondary
literature in his exploration of Churchill's ceaseless efforts during the twilight years of his career (1945-55)
to use personal diplomacy to lessen international tensions among the great powers. Through the power of his
personality and intellect, Churchill sought to keep Great Britain amajor player in international affairs, and he
never fully comprehended that the British imperial sun had already begun to set by 1945. Thisisan
exceedingly well-researched and well-written study of Churchill and of British foreign policy in the first
decade after World War 1l and should be a part of most collections. Highly recommended. Ed Goedeken,
lowa State Univ. Lib., Ames

Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review
Klaus Larres. . . has produced a well-written, scrupulously documented [work]. . . agripping account. --
Roger Fontaine, Washington Times

About the Author

KlausLarresis Jean Monnet Professor in European Foreign and Security Policy and Reader in Politics at
the Queen’ s University of Belfast. For the academic year 2002-3 heis Henry A. Kissinger Professor of
Foreign Policy and International Relations at the Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. Among his
publications is The Cold War: The Essential Readings, edited with A. Lane.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Glady Curry:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their sparetime to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Churchill's Cold
War: The Palitics of Personal Diplomacy? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou know beside you
can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have some other opinion?

IrisWright:

The book Churchill's Cold War: The Palitics of Personal Diplomacy can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Churchill's Cold War: The Palitics of Persona Diplomacy? Wide variety you have a different opinion



about guide. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now,
try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; you could share all of these. Book Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal Diplomacy has
simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Andrea Behnke:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as
in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Churchill's Cold War: The Politics of Personal
Diplomacy why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not
disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading
sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Deandre Freeman:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Churchill's Cold War: The Poalitics of
Personal Diplomacy or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly
amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside
science guide, any other book likes Churchill's Cold War: The Palitics of Personal Diplomacy to make your
spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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