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Traditionally the "Chinese body" was approached as atotality and explained by
sweeping comparisons of the differences that distinguished Chinese examples
from their Western counterparts. Recently, scholars have argued that we must
look at particular examples of Chinese images of the body and explore their
intrinsic conceptual complexity and historical specificity.

The twelve contributors to this volume adopt a middle position. They agree that
Chinese images are conditioned by indigenous traditions and dynamics of social
interaction, but they seek to explain a general Chinese body and face by charting
multiple, specific bodies and faces. All of the chapters are historical case studies
and investigate particular images, such as Han dynasty tomb figurines; Buddhist
texts and illustrations; pictures of deprivation, illness, deformity, and ghosts;
clothing; formal portraiture; and modern photographs and films. From the
diversity of art forms and historical periods studied, there emerges a more
complex picture of ways that the visual culture of the body and face in China has
served to depict the living, memorialize the dead, and present the unrepresentable
in art.
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Traditionally the "Chinese body" was approached as atotality and explained by sweeping comparisons of the
differences that distinguished Chinese examples from their Western counterparts. Recently, scholars have
argued that we must look at particular examples of Chinese images of the body and explore their intrinsic
conceptual complexity and historical specificity.

The twelve contributors to this volume adopt a middle position. They agree that Chinese images are
conditioned by indigenous traditions and dynamics of social interaction, but they seek to explain a genera
Chinese body and face by charting multiple, specific bodies and faces. All of the chapters are historical case
studies and investigate particular images, such as Han dynasty tomb figurines; Buddhist texts and
illustrations; pictures of deprivation, illness, deformity, and ghosts; clothing; formal portraiture; and modern
photographs and films. From the diversity of art forms and historical periods studied, there emerges amore
complex picture of ways that the visual culture of the body and face in China has served to depict the living,
memorialize the dead, and present the unrepresentable in art.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Wu Hung is Harrie A. Vanderstappen Distinguished Service Professor in Chinese Art History and Director
of the Center for the Art of East Asia at the University of Chicago.

Katherine R. Tsiang is Supervisor of East Asian Art Research Materials at the University of Chicago.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Karla Whisenant:

This Body and Face in Chinese Visual Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs) tend to be reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Body and Face in Chinese Visual
Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can be one of several great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that perhaps will shock
your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Body and Face in Chinese Visual Culture (Harvard
East Asian Monographs) forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you
trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have it and revel in reading.

Cindy Gross:

The particular book Body and Face in Chinese Visual Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs) has alot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

LauraHill:

This Body and Facein Chinese Visual Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is brand new way for you
who has curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having small amount of digest
in reading this Body and Face in Chinese Visua Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs) can be the light
food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone.
These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book form. People
who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot



find any in reading areserve especially this one. Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for
anyone. So , don't missthat! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

Michedlle Garrett:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. Itisidentified as of book Body and Facein Chinese Visual Culture (Harvard East Asian Monographs).
You'll be ableto your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from
one place to other place.
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