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In 1952, Random House published Whittaker Chambers's Witness. Not only did
it immediately become a bestseller; it was recognized by many as one of the great
spiritual autobiographies of the twentieth century. In Alger Hiss, Whittaker
Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul, editor Patrick Swan marks the
fiftieth anniversary of Witness's publication by anthologizing 23 of the best
essays ever written on Chambers, Hiss, or both. Essays by literary luminaries
such as Leslie Fiedler, Arthur Koestler, Lionel Trilling, Rebecca West, Murray
Kempton, and William F. Buckley Jr. tell the story of these two fascinating (and
ultimately mysterious) men and of what they and their conflict represented.
Sampling the entire spectrum of respectable thought on Hiss and Chambers, these
pieces do not, as a rule, trouble themselves much with the facts of the case; Hiss's
guilt was not so much in doubt then, and is certainly well documented by now.
But the essayists' divergent opinions on the nature of communism (and
anticommunism), liberalism, the proper relationship between religion and
politics, and many other issues remain provocative -- perhaps even more so now
than when they were written.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In August 1948, Alger Hiss, a former State Department bureaucrat, was accused of being a Soviet spy (he
was tried and ultimately found guilty). The case quickly became a cause c l bre, the center of the bitter battle
between conservatives (long out of power but smelling blood) and liberals over the history of the previous 20
years and the direction in which the country should proceed. This is a collection of 23 essays from such
heavyweights as Diana and Lionel Trilling, William F. Buckley Jr., Rebecca West, Hugh Kenner, Sam
Tanenhaus, Murray Kempton, and others. They not only comment on various aspects of the case but also
shed light on the broader controversies that engulfed the country, such as the defensiveness of liberals with
regard to their past support of the USSR, the abusive investigative tactics of McCarthy, Nixon, and the
House Un-American Activities Committee, and the pervasive climate of fear. The publication dates range
from 1950 to 2001, so the later writings were done after the opening of Soviet archives, showing that Hiss
was almost certainly a spy. Contributors' notes identify the writers and offer brief background characterizing
their position on the case. Although it helps to be well versed in the intellectual history of the period, this
book is recommended for academic and larger public libraries.
Daniel K. Blewett, Coll. of DuPage Lib., Glen Ellyn, IL
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Patrick Swan served as research assistant to Terry Teachout for the Teachout’s edited collection of essays by
Chambers titled Ghosts on the Roof. Swan is the former recipient of the Army’s Journalist of the Year
award. He is currently Public Affairs Liaison in the Chief Information Office of the Army.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just their can do
that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this kind of Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in the
American Soul to read.

Patricia Glover:

Here thing why this Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is
the content is as tasty as food or not. Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide
that similar with Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul. It gives you thrill



reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Alger Hiss, Whittaker
Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul in e-book can be your alternate.

Ross Adams:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make
you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Mary Fix:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half elements of the book. You can choose often the book Alger Hiss, Whittaker
Chambers, and the Schism in the American Soul to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own
skill of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be first opinion for you to
like to available a book and read it. Beside that the book Alger Hiss, Whittaker Chambers, and the Schism in
the American Soul can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of that time.
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