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Kabul was always more beautiful in the snow. Even the piles of
rotting rubbish in my street, the only source of food for the scrawny
chickens and goats that our neighbors kept outside their mud
houses, looked beautiful to me after the snow had covered them in
white during the long night.

Though she is only twenty-three, Zoya has witnessed and endured more tragedy
and terror than most people experience in a lifetime. Born in a land ravaged by
war, she was robbed of her parents when they were murdered by Muslim
fundamentalists. Devastated, she fled Kabul with her grandmother and started a
new life in exile in Pakistan. She joined the Revolutionary Association of the
Women of Afghanistan (RAWA), an organization that challenged the crushing
edicts of the Taliban government, and she took destiny into her own hands,
joining a dangerous, clandestine war to save her nation.

Direct and unsentimental, Zoya vividly brings to life the realities of growing up
in a Muslim culture, the terror of living in a perpetual war zone, the pain of
losing those she has loved, the horrors of a woman’s life under the Taliban, and
the discovered healing and transformation that lead her on a path of resistance.
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Kabul was always more beautiful in the snow. Even the piles of rotting rubbish in my street, the
only source of food for the scrawny chickens and goats that our neighbors kept outside their
mud houses, looked beautiful to me after the snow had covered them in white during the long
night.

Though she is only twenty-three, Zoya has witnessed and endured more tragedy and terror than most people
experience in a lifetime. Born in a land ravaged by war, she was robbed of her parents when they were
murdered by Muslim fundamentalists. Devastated, she fled Kabul with her grandmother and started a new
life in exile in Pakistan. She joined the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan (RAWA),
an organization that challenged the crushing edicts of the Taliban government, and she took destiny into her
own hands, joining a dangerous, clandestine war to save her nation.

Direct and unsentimental, Zoya vividly brings to life the realities of growing up in a Muslim culture, the
terror of living in a perpetual war zone, the pain of losing those she has loved, the horrors of a woman’s life
under the Taliban, and the discovered healing and transformation that lead her on a path of resistance.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Now 23, Zoya was a child during the Russian invasion and a teen when the Taliban took power. The
daughter of activists in Kabul, Zoya was raised by her grandmother after her parents disappeared. She now
belongs to RAWA (see the review of Veiled Courage, above), a group her mother belonged to. Her
reflections show the complex scars made by the tug of war between factional governments and tribal
warlords, especially the effects of the Taliban. Many of Zoya's stories (e.g., women only permitted to leave
their homes wearing a burqa and accompanied by a male; women often suffering and dying for want of a
female physician) are covered in Latifa's My Forbidden Face. Zoya tells of a society where kite flying, bright
colors and even women's laughter is forbidden, and enforcers are often armed with Russian military leftovers
or crude stones. Yet the Afghans Zoya speaks of remain rebellious and hopeful. She writes, "When I... saw
Kabul in the daylight, even the mountains beyond the city which had seemed so peaceful to me when I was a
child looked sad. But... that I had seen them again... made me feel stronger." Assigned by RAWA to live and
work in a refugee camp near the Afghan-Pakistani border, Zoya now also travels abroad to raise funds for
her organization. Her narrative voice is quiet and clear, making her recollections of the breathtaking violence
she has witnessed nail-bitingly vivid and her descriptions of her struggle candid and poignant.

From Booklist
After both her parents were killed by the predecessors of the Taliban, the Mujahideen, Zoya took up her
mother's work in RAWA, the Revolutionary Association of the Women of Afghanistan and, with her
grandmother, journeyed to Pakistan, where she could receive an education at a school run by RAWA. A few
years later, Zoya returned to Afghanistan to help her people and get firsthand accounts of the horrors of the
Taliban reign. Zoya herself witnessed public executions and amputations, but she also witnessed heartening
displays of courage--women defying the Taliban by holding secret classes and shopping in the marketplace.
Zoya remains skeptical about the future of Afghanistan after the Taliban, afraid that after the U.S.
involvement ends, the Mujahideen will return to their old ways. A stirring memoir by an uncompromisingly
brave woman.

Kristine Huntley
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
“A tale of struggle and suffering…from a courageous freedom fighter…Timely and sobering.” (Kirkus
Reviews)

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for Freedom.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the
book Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for Freedom. You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From
your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Adria Jenkins:

The book Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for Freedom give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for Freedom to be your habit, you can get much more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is
possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle
for Freedom. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So ,
how do you think about this publication?

Randall Wilmes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book has a lot
of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have read. If
you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The Zoya's Story: An Afghan
Woman's Struggle for Freedom provide you with a new experience in examining a book.

Ann David:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's Struggle for
Freedom can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Zoya's Story: An Afghan Woman's
Struggle for Freedom.
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