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In the frenzied final years of the Weimar Republic, amid economic collapse and
mounting political catastrophe, Walter Benjamin emerged as the most original
practicing literary critic and public intellectual in the German-speaking world.
Volume 2 of the Selected Writings is now available in paperback in two parts.

In Part 1, Benjamin is represented by two of his greatest literary essays,
"Surrealism" and "On the Image of Proust," as well as by a long article on
Goethe and a generous selection of his wide-ranging commentary for Weimar
Germany's newspapers.

Part 2 contains, in addition to the important longer essays, "Franz Kafka," "Karl
Kraus," and "The Author as Producer," the extended autobiographical meditation
"A Berlin Chronicle," and extended discussions of the history of photography
and the social situation of the French writer, previously untranslated shorter
pieces on such subjects as language and memory, theological criticism and
literary history, astrology and the newspaper, and on such influential figures as
Paul Valery, Stefan George, Hitler, and Mickey Mouse.
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Editorial Review

Review

[Praise for the one-volume hardcover edition]
For those who know only the small selection of essays and longer texts previously translated into English,
this book may be a revelation. Selected Writings: Volume 2 spanning the period from his abandonment of
academia and his emergence as an important literary journalist in 1927 to his near silencing after the Nazis
seized power and his exile in 1934, shows the writer at his sparkling best.

(Paul Mattick New York Times Book Review)

[Praise for the one-volume hardcover edition]
The period from 1927 to 1934 spanned in this volume was for Walter Benjamin both grievous and
fertile...The range of topics and perspectives is immense. It extends from considerations on kitsch and
pornography to repeated encounters, personal or indirect, with Gide, Kierkegaard and surrealism. The
cultural history of toys fascinates Benjamin as he records his own Berlin childhood. Insights into 'Left-Wing
Melancholy' alternate with thoughts on Mickey Mouse, on Chaplin, and on graphology.

(George Steiner The Observer)

About the Author
Walter Benjamin (1892–1940) was the author of many works of literary and cultural analysis.

Michael W. Jennings is Class of 1900 Professor of Modern Languages at Princeton University.

Howard Eiland teaches literature at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Gary Smith is an editor at work on the Einstein Papers project.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Paul:

The book Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1: 1927-1930 make one feel enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Walter Benjamin:
Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1: 1927-1930 for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add
your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a guide Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1:
1927-1930. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So ,
how do you think about this publication?



Guadalupe Baxter:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Walter Benjamin:
Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1: 1927-1930 is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Roberto Fetter:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1: 1927-1930 this
guide consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented
so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
ideal all of you.

John Bullard:

You can obtain this Walter Benjamin: Selected Writings, Volume 2: Part 1: 1927-1930 by visit the bookstore
or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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