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This major new Handbook synthesises more than two decades of scholarly
research, and provides a comprehensive overview of the field of terrorism
studies.

The content of the Handbook is based on the responses to a questionnaire by
nearly 100 experts from more than 20 countries as well as the specific expertise
and experience of the volume editor and the various contributors. Together, they
guide the reader through the voluminous literature on terrorism, and propose a
new consensus definition of terrorism, based on an extensive review of existing
conceptualisations. The work also features a large collection of typologies and
surveys a wide range of theories of terrorism. Additional chapters survey terrorist
databases and provide a guide to available resources on terrorism in libraries and
on the Internet. It also includes the most comprehensive World Directory of
Extremist, Terrorist and other Organizations associated with Guerrilla Warfare,
Political Violence, Protest and Organized- and Cyber-Crime.

The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research will be an essential work of
reference for students and researchers of terrorism and political violence, security
studies, criminology, political science and international relations, and of great
interest to policymakers and professionals in the field of counter-terrorism.
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This major new Handbook synthesises more than two decades of scholarly research, and provides a
comprehensive overview of the field of terrorism studies.

The content of the Handbook is based on the responses to a questionnaire by nearly 100 experts from more
than 20 countries as well as the specific expertise and experience of the volume editor and the various
contributors. Together, they guide the reader through the voluminous literature on terrorism, and propose a
new consensus definition of terrorism, based on an extensive review of existing conceptualisations. The
work also features a large collection of typologies and surveys a wide range of theories of terrorism.
Additional chapters survey terrorist databases and provide a guide to available resources on terrorism in
libraries and on the Internet. It also includes the most comprehensive World Directory of Extremist, Terrorist
and other Organizations associated with Guerrilla Warfare, Political Violence, Protest and Organized- and
Cyber-Crime.

The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research will be an essential work of reference for students and
researchers of terrorism and political violence, security studies, criminology, political science and
international relations, and of great interest to policymakers and professionals in the field of counter-
terrorism.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Alex Schmid has produced a book that is extraordinary in its scope and painstakingly comprehensive
in its synthesis of knowledge and experience of terrorism research. His 1988 book Political Terrorism
long occupied a cornerstone position as one of the few absolutely essential core texts for every
terrorism researcher. The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism has surpassed even that. Whether you
are a novice or an expert, this is simply a must-have source for every serious terrorism researcher.'
John Horgan, Director, International Center for the Study of Terrorism, Penn State University

'A prodigious effort to bring together the collective wisdom of experts from around the world [...] an
invaluable resource to students, scholars and policy makers, this new volume should be the starting
point of every serious student of the subject.' -Louise Richardson, University of St. Andrews, UK

"Readers are fortunate to have Alex Schmid's 'The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research'. It
captures many of the findings produced by the myriad studies on terrorism and counterterrorism and
outlines them in an easy to follow chapter framework. It is a big book...but its depth of detail merits its
cost.(...)Readers will benefit from the volume's authoritative approach to analyzing the unremitting
terrorist threat. While terrorism does not seem to be abating, this comprehensive volume proves it is
not beyond understanding or, ultimately, disabling." - The Washington Times, 1 April 2011 (Review by
Joshua Sinai)

'The extraordinary Handbook Alex Schmid edited is by far the most comprehensive, valuable, clear,
well written description and evaluation of the immense literature on terrorism and counter-terrorism.
Participants focus on definitions, typologies, theories, data bases, primary sources for research, etc. A
special feature is the responses of 100 authorities in the field to critical questions on terrorist and
counter-terrorist activities. Public libraries will find the book indispensable. All scholars in the field
will enthusiastically welcome it, and policy makers will find it exceedingly useful. University students
studying terrorism will be urged to scrutinize it intensely. Those of us who have been waiting decades
for the book will have all our expectations filled.' - David C. Rapoport, Founding and CoEditor, Journal
of Terrorism and Political Violence

'If you need a one-stop authoritative reference book on terrorism - this is it. We at OSCE rely on it.' -
Raphael Perl, Head on Anti-Terrorism Issues, Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, Vienna

'[A] magnificent work and...crowning achievement, The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism
Research...fills a conspicuous lacuna in the field... [T]he most authoritative distillation of the key
differences and distinctions separating terror, terrorism, and other forms of political and non-political
violence... For the third time in as many decades, Professor Schmid has again produced the seminal
compendium on the study of terrorism. He has the field's profoundest thanks and well-deserved
congratulations.' - Bruce Hoffman, Studies in Conflict & Terrorism

'This handbook represents the most up-to-date analytic findings and reference resources on terrorism
and counterterrorism studies, compiled by Alex Schmid, one of the world’s leading academic experts.'
- Joshua Sinai, ‘Terrorism Bookshelf: Top 150 Books on Terrorism and Counterterrorism’, Perspectives on
Terrorism, Vol. VI, Issue 2 (May 2012)



'Both seasoned and new scholars of Terrorism Studies will benefit from adding this most useful
volume to their bookshelf; it is certainly a must for any university library worth its salt. In the view of
this reviewer, there simply is no other reference work on the market that matches The Routledge
Handbook of Terrorism Research in the field of Terrorism Studies that can command the same
authority as this volume.' - Anne Speckhard, Georgetown University, Terrorism and Political Violence,
Vol. 27(4), 2015

 

 

About the Author

Alex P. Schmid is a Vsiting Research Fellow at the International Centre for Counter-Terrorism (ICCT) in
The Hague, The Netherlands. He is also Editor of TRI's online journal Perspectives on Terrorism. He was
Director of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI), an international network of scholars who seek to
enhance human security through collaborative research, Director of the Centre for the Study of Terrorism
and Political Violence (CSTPV) at the University of St Andrews, UK, where he held a chair in International
Relations and, until 2005, Officer-in-Charge of the Terrorism Prevention Branch at the UN Office on Drugs
and Crime (UNODC) in Vienna. Currently he is Fellow-in-Residence at the Netherlands Institute for
Advanced Study in the Humanities and Social Sciences (NIAS).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Will Guertin:

The book The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the best thing like a book The
Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research? Several of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with
your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share all
of these. Book The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research has simple shape but you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Eddie Bussell:

The reason why? Because this The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.



Bridget Chacon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Routledge
Handbook of Terrorism Research that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only for
the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research become your own
personal starter.

Donald Wexler:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research as well as
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other
book likes The Routledge Handbook of Terrorism Research to make your spare time more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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