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From the first African American assigned to the presidential Secret Service detail
comes a gripping and unforgettable true story of bravery and patriotism in the
face of bitter hatred and unthinkable corruption.

Abraham Bolden was a young African American Secret Service agent in Chicago
when he was asked by John F. Kennedy himself to join the White House Secret
Service detail. For Bolden, it was a dream come true—and an encouraging sign
of the charismatic president’s vision for a new America.

But the dream quickly turned sour when Bolden found himself regularly
subjected to open hostility and blatant racism. He was taunted, mocked, and
disparaged but remained strong, and he did not allow himself to become
discouraged.

More of a concern was the White House team’s irresponsible approach to
security. While on his tour of presidential duty, Bolden witnessed firsthand the
White House agents’ long-rumored lax approach to their job. Drinking on duty,
abandoning key posts—this was not a team that appeared to take their
responsibility to protect the life of the president particularly seriously. Both prior
to and following JFK’s assassination, Bolden sought to expose and address the
inappropriate behavior and negligence of these agents, only to find himself the
victim of a sinister conspiracy that resulted in his conviction and imprisonment
on a trumped-up bribery charge.

A gripping memoir substantiated by recently declassified government
documents, The Echo from Dealey Plaza is the story of the terrible price paid by
one man for his commitment to truth and justice, as well as a shocking new
perspective on the circumstances surrounding the death of a beloved president.
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From the first African American assigned to the presidential Secret Service detail comes a gripping and
unforgettable true story of bravery and patriotism in the face of bitter hatred and unthinkable corruption.

Abraham Bolden was a young African American Secret Service agent in Chicago when he was asked by
John F. Kennedy himself to join the White House Secret Service detail. For Bolden, it was a dream come
true—and an encouraging sign of the charismatic president’s vision for a new America.

But the dream quickly turned sour when Bolden found himself regularly subjected to open hostility and
blatant racism. He was taunted, mocked, and disparaged but remained strong, and he did not allow himself to
become discouraged.

More of a concern was the White House team’s irresponsible approach to security. While on his tour of
presidential duty, Bolden witnessed firsthand the White House agents’ long-rumored lax approach to their
job. Drinking on duty, abandoning key posts—this was not a team that appeared to take their responsibility
to protect the life of the president particularly seriously. Both prior to and following JFK’s assassination,
Bolden sought to expose and address the inappropriate behavior and negligence of these agents, only to find
himself the victim of a sinister conspiracy that resulted in his conviction and imprisonment on a trumped-up
bribery charge.

A gripping memoir substantiated by recently declassified government documents, The Echo from Dealey
Plaza is the story of the terrible price paid by one man for his commitment to truth and justice, as well as a
shocking new perspective on the circumstances surrounding the death of a beloved president.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Conspiracy theories haunt the Kennedy assassination; Bolden offers a new one, concerning discrimination
and evidence suppression. Becoming, in JFK's words, the Jackie Robinson of the Secret Service, Bolden
joined the White House detail in 1961. Already beset by racism (he once found a noose suspended over his
desk), his idealism is further shattered by the drinking and carousing of other agents. Soon after the
assassination, he receives orders that hint at an effort to withhold, or at least to the color, the truth. He
discovers that evidence is being kept from the Warren Commission and when he takes action, finds himself
charged with conspiracy to sell a secret government file and sentenced to six years in prison, where both
solitary confinement and the psychiatric ward await. That there was a conspiracy to silence him seems
unarguable, but Bolden's prose is flat; so is his dialogue. This story is more enthralling than Bolden's telling
of it, but the reader who sticks with it will enter a world of duplicitous charges and disappearing documents
fit for a movie thriller. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"If a novelist set out to rewrite Franz Kafka’s The Trial as a modern-day horror tale, it might read much like
Abraham Bolden's The Echo from Dealey Plaza."
—Chicago Sun-Times

“An astonishing tale of aborted justice.”
—Kirkus

“Excellent.”
—Library Journal

“Conspiracy theories haunt the Kennedy assassination; Bolden offers a new one, concerning discrimination
and evidence suppression. . . . a world of duplicitous charges and disappearing documents fit for a movie
thriller.”
—Publishers Weekly

“Riveting.”
—Ebony

“Balancing his temper and his dignity, [Bolden] persisted in a manner readers will relate to….”
—Urban Influence

From the Hardcover edition.

About the Author
ABRAHAM BOLDEN graduated cum laude from Lincoln University in Jefferson City, Missouri, with a
B.A. in music composition. He served in the U.S. Secret Service from 1960 to 1964. Bolden now lives in
Chicago and is retired after working for thirty years in the field of quality-control supervision.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rebecca Clark:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important usually. The book The Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of the
first African American on the White House Secret Service detail and his quest for justice after the
assassination of JFK was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The publication The Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of
the first African American on the White House Secret Service detail and his quest for justice after the
assassination of JFK is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of the first African American on the White House Secret Service
detail and his quest for justice after the assassination of JFK. You never sense lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Kevin White:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience happy read one along
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual The Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true
story of the first African American on the White House Secret Service detail and his quest for justice after
the assassination of JFK is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jonathan Ouzts:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of the first African
American on the White House Secret Service detail and his quest for justice after the assassination of JFK it
is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Betty Bobbitt:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of the first African American on the White House Secret Service



detail and his quest for justice after the assassination of JFK your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get prior to. The The Echo from Dealey Plaza: The true story of the first African
American on the White House Secret Service detail and his quest for justice after the assassination of JFK
giving you one more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your
better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?
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