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Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema is an accessible and exciting new
contribution to film-philosophy, which shows that to take film serioudly is also to
engage with the fundamental questions of philosophy. Nathan Andersen brings
Stanley Kubrick’s film A Clockwork Orange into philosophical conversation
with Plato’ s Republic, comparing their contributions to themes such as the nature
of experience and meaning, the character of justice, the contrast between
appearance and reality, the importance of art, and the impact of images.

At the heart of the book isanovel account of the analogy between Plato’s
allegory of the cave and cinema, developed in conjunction with a provocative
interpretation of the most powerful image from A Clockwork Orange, in which
the lead character is strapped to a chair and forced to watch violent films.

Key features of the book include:

- acomprehensive bibliography of suggested readings on Plato, on film, on
philosophy, and on the philosophy of film

- alist of suggested films that can be explored following the approach in this
book, including brief descriptions of each film, and suggestions regarding its
philosophical implications

- asummary of Plato’s Republic, book by book, highlighting both dramatic
context and subject matter.

Offering a close reading of the controversial classic film A Clockwork Orange,
and an introductory account of the central themes of the philosophical classic The
Republic, this book will be of interest to both scholars and students of philosophy
and film, as well asto readers of Plato and fans of Stanley Kubrick.
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Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema is an accessible and exciting new contribution to film-
philosophy, which shows that to take film seriously is also to engage with the fundamental questions of
philosophy. Nathan Andersen brings Stanley Kubrick’s film A Clockwork Orange into philosophical
conversation with Plato’ s Republic, comparing their contributions to themes such as the nature of experience
and meaning, the character of justice, the contrast between appearance and reality, the importance of art, and
the impact of images.

At the heart of the book is anovel account of the analogy between Plato’s allegory of the cave and cinema,
developed in conjunction with a provocative interpretation of the most powerful image from A Clockwork
Orange, in which the lead character is strapped to a chair and forced to watch violent films.

Key features of the book include:

- acomprehensive hibliography of suggested readings on Plato, on film, on philosophy, and on the
philosophy of film

- alist of suggested films that can be explored following the approach in this book, including brief
descriptions of each film, and suggestions regarding its philosophical implications

- asummary of Plato’s Republic, book by book, highlighting both dramatic context and subject matter.

Offering a close reading of the controversial classic film A Clockwork Orange, and an introductory account
of the central themes of the philosophical classic The Republic, this book will be of interest to both scholars
and students of philosophy and film, as well as to readers of Plato and fans of Stanley Kubrick.
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Editorial Review
Review

‘A marvellous introduction to film-philosophy that opens up a genuine dial ogue between philosophy and
cinema. Through a brilliant exploration of Plato’s Cave alongside A Clockwork Orange, Andersen shows
how the attentive experience of watching movies can also be an exercise in philosophical thinking. Highly
recommended for students, film scholars, and anyone passionate about the art of film." - Robert Sinnerbrink,
Macquarie University, Australia

‘A well-needed step in the path of film-philosophy, both in terms of methodology and content. Andersen
explores the shockingly uncharted depths of the most commonly used philosophical analogy in film theory,
and demonstrates the value of exploring asingle film in great textual detail and with exceptional analytic
care.' — Hunter Vaughan, Oakland University, USA

'‘An absolutely necessary addition to the literature on A Clockwork Orange and The Republic. Andersen's
book allows students and scholars alike to be ‘ active witnesses' not only to Plato and Kubrick but to what it
means to explicate the texts of our vision, action, and desire. | foresee scholars having to acknowledge their
indebtedness to Andersen for opening up new avenues of interdisciplinary work.' - Peter Costello,
Providence College, USA

'‘Andersen provides an introduction to philosophy and film via an examination of Stanley Kubrick’sfilm A
Clockwork Orange through the lens of Plato’s Republic (principally Books VIl and X). Alternating between
thefilm itself and Plato’ s dialogue, the chapters cover arange of topics from basic film concepts to "the
conditions of cinematic intelligibility" and questions of justice, freedom, and tyranny. ... [T]hiswould be a
good introductory text for philosophical film studies classes. ... The book includes lists of suggested films
and readings, aten-page glossary of names and terms, and a brief book-by-book summary of the Republic.
Summing Up: Recommended.' - Charles D. Kay, CHOICE

About the Author

Nathan Ander sen teaches philosophy and film at Eckerd College, USA. He programs an award-winning
cinema seriesin Tampa Bay, Florida, and is the co-director of the "Visions of Nature/V oices of Nature,"
Environmental Film Festival. He has published articles on the history of philosophy, environmental
philosophy, and film.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Quincy Eddy:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema. Try to face the
book Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema as your good friend. It means that it can being your



friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it isvery
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you alot more confidence because you can know anything by
the book. So, let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Donnie M atthews:

This Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get.
This specific Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema without we know teach the one who examining
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and
Cinema can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves come to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and
Cinema having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

William Sinclair:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging just
about every word written in abook then become one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you
never get just before. The Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema giving you another experience

more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful datafor your better lifein this particular era. So
now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Marilyn Urquhart:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will getitin e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and Cinema can give
you alot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and
make you actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have Shadow Philosophy: Plato’s Cave and
Cinema.
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