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During the '30s and '40s, Hollywood produced a genre of madcap comedies that
emphasi zed reuniting the central couple after divorce or separation. And the
femal e protagonists were strong, independent, and sophisticated. Here, Stanley
Cavell examines seven of those classic movies for their cinematic techniques,
and for such varied themes as feminism, liberty and interdependence. Included
are Adam's Rib, Bringing Up Baby, and The Philadelphia Story.
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During the '30s and '40s, Hollywood produced a genre of madcap comedies that emphasized reuniting the
central couple after divorce or separation. And the female protagonists were strong, independent, and
sophisticated. Here, Stanley Cavell examines seven of those classic movies for their cinematic techniques,
and for such varied themes as feminism, liberty and interdependence. Included are Adam's Rib, Bringing Up
Baby, and The Philadelphia Story.
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Editorial Review

Review
No book about the art of Hollywood | have ever read can make its readers stop and think more effectively
than thisone. (S. S. Prawer Times Literary Supplement)

Thisisavoice like no other in philosophy, today or ever. (Arthur C. Danto October)

The great achievement of ... Pursuits of Happinessisthat it finally provides a solid framework for the serious
discussion of the great dialogue comedies of the thirties and forties, perhaps the most revived and loved
movies of Hollywood's golden period. (Al LaValley American Film)

Thisjust must be, in its close readings and its stunning associations, one of the most compelling accounts of
itskind. Thefact is, it just isitskind. (Geoffrey Hawthorn London Review of Books)

Stanley Cavell's book succeeds brilliantly... The individua 'readings of the films and the general conceptual
plan in which they are embedded are both so rich and rewarding that... 'brilliant'... seems an understatement.
(Gerald Mast Journal of Aesthetic Education)

From the Back Cover
Each of the seven chapters that follow contains an account of my experience of afilm made in Hollywood
between 1934 and 1949.

About the Author
Stanley Cavell is Walter M. Cabot Professor of Aesthetics and the General Theory of Value, Emeritus, at
Harvard University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kurt Chapman:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for usto
understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They arereally
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book if they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Pursuits of Happiness: The Hollywood Comedy of Remarriage
(Harvard Film Studies).

L ucia Stevenson:

Often the book Pursuits of Happiness: The Hollywood Comedy of Remarriage (Harvard Film Studies) will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author styleto elucidate the ideais very



unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Pursuits of
Happiness: The Hollywood Comedy of Remarriage (Harvard Film Studies) is much recommended to you to
learn. Y ou can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Patricia Beall:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in thisworld can
certainly share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader
with their story aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they aso doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them
isthis Pursuits of Happiness: The Hollywood Comedy of Remarriage (Harvard Film Studies).

John Wiser:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by world wide web on social media. Y ou can choose
the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching fromiit. It is called of
book Pursuits of Happiness: The Hollywood Comedy of Remarriage (Harvard Film Studies). You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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