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Fireforce 'Writ Large' - Airborne Assault in Mozambique.

Startling in itsinnovation and daringly suicidal, Operation Dingo was not only
the Fireforce concept writ large but the prototype for al the major Rhodesian
airborne attacks on the external bases of Rhodesian African nationalist insurgents
in the neighboring territories of Mozambique and Zambia until such operations
ceased in late 1979. Fireforce as a military concept is a'vertical envelopment' of
the enemy (first practiced by SAS paratroopers in Mozambique in 1973), with
the 20mm cannon being the principle weapon of attack, mounted in an Alouette
11 K-Car ('Killer car'), flown by the air force commander, with the army
commander on board directing his ground troops deployed from G-Cars
(Alouette 111 troop-carrying gun ships and latterly Bell 'Hueys in 1979) and
parachuted from DC-3 Dakotas. In support would be propeller-driven ground-
attack aircraft and on call would be Canberra bombers, Hawker Hunter and
Vampire jets.

On 23 November 1977, the Rhodesian Air Force and 184 SAS and RLI
paratroopers attacked 10,000 ZANLA cadres based at 'New Farm', Chimoio, 90
kilometers inside Mozambique. Two days later, the same force attacked 4,000
guerrillas at Tembué, another ZANLA base, over 200 kilometersinside
Mozambique, north of Tete on the Zambezi River. Estimates of ZANLA losses
vary wildly; however, afigure exceeding 6,000 casualtiesisredlistic. The
Rhodesians suffered two dead, eight wounded and lost one aircraft. It would
produce the biggest SAS-led external battle of the Rhodesian bush war.
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Fireforce 'Writ Large' - Airborne Assault in Mozambique.

Startling in itsinnovation and daringly suicidal, Operation Dingo was not only the Fireforce concept writ
large but the prototype for all the major Rhodesian airborne attacks on the external bases of Rhodesian
African nationalist insurgents in the neighboring territories of Mozambique and Zambia until such operations
ceased in late 1979. Fireforce as amilitary concept is a'vertical envelopment' of the enemy (first practiced

by SAS paratroopersin Mozambique in 1973), with the 20mm cannon being the principle weapon of attack,
mounted in an Alouette |11 K-Car (‘Killer car'), flown by the air force commander, with the army commander
on board directing his ground troops deployed from G-Cars (Alouette |11 troop-carrying gun ships and
latterly Bell 'Hueys in 1979) and parachuted from DC-3 Dakotas. In support would be propeller-driven
ground-attack aircraft and on call would be Canberra bombers, Hawker Hunter and Vampire jets.

On 23 November 1977, the Rhodesian Air Force and 184 SAS and RLI paratroopers attacked 10,000
ZANLA cadres based at 'New Farm', Chimoio, 90 kilometers inside Mozambique. Two days later, the same
force attacked 4,000 guerrillas at Tembué, another ZANLA base, over 200 kilometers inside Mozambique,
north of Tete on the Zambezi River. Estimates of ZANLA losses vary wildly; however, afigure exceeding
6,000 casualtiesis redlistic. The Rhodesians suffered two dead, eight wounded and lost one aircraft. It would
produce the biggest SAS-led external battle of the Rhodesian bush war.
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Editorial Review

Review

“well documented and researched...provides a comprehensive overview of the regional environment and
international climate (Rhodesia was operating under an international embargo) in order to provide context
for the reader...gives the reader insight into the high pressure environment of the special ops world where
the ramifications of failure are dramatic and far reaching. A must for those wishing to understand the
intricacies and challenges of this style of operation." (Major Chris Buckman, Logistics Officer, Royal
Canadian Air Force)

"Africa@War is a ground-breaking series concept, studying Africa’s conflicts and military playersin an
informative and entertaining manner, examining some of the lesser-known campaigns and shedding new
light on some of the better-known operations ... Both titles are great models of what the combination of
authors and publishers can produce by way of useable case studies for the market place in a concise
illustrated format. They are recommended as professional military education references.” (CharlesD.
Melson, Chief Historian, U.S. Marine Corps)

"Each of the booksin this seriesis a well-documented and researched synopsis of the events that they are
focused upon. They layouts and presentation are logical and of avery high quality ... As an introduction to
thisfield of operation, this seriesis outstanding. A definite asset for those wishing to improve their
knowledge and understanding of the development of successful, multi-faceted doctrine in the fight against
insurgent/assymetric war." (Major Chris Buckham, Royal Canadian Air Force)

About the Author

Dr Richard Wood is a Commonwealth Scholar, Fellow of the Royal Historical Society and graduate of
Rhodes and Edinburgh universitites. He is one of the world's leading historians on Rhodesian and
Zimbabwean political and military history. He was born in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe (then Rhodesia) and
currently livesin Durban, South Africa, where he is engaged in full-time research and writing

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ann Gross:

Here thing why this specific Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @
War Series) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying abook is good but it dependsin
the content of computer which isthe content is as tasty as food or not. Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on
Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on
Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. In case
you are having difficultiesin bringing the printed book maybe the form of Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid
on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) in e-book can be your option.



Thanh Johnson:

This Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main reason of this Operation
Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) can be one of the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you with information
that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Operation Dingo:
Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your
day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michad Carr:

The reason? Because this Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War
Series) isan unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in
such awesome way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey
the meaning entirely. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you alot of gains than the other book have got such as help
improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If | were
being you | will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Christopher Parker:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon.
The Operation Dingo: Rhodesian Raid on Chimoio and Tembué 1977 (Africa @ War Series) provide you
with anew experience in reading through a book.
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