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“Timely . . . brilliant . . . hugely enjoyable, magnificently researched and
deeply absorbing.”?Jason Goodwin, New York Times Book Review

At midnight, December 31, 1925, citizens of the newly proclaimed Turkish
Republic celebrated the New Year. For the first time ever, they had agreed to use
a nationally unified calendar and clock.

Yet in Istanbul?an ancient crossroads and Turkey's largest city?people were
looking toward an uncertain future. Never purely Turkish, Istanbul was home to
generations of Greeks, Armenians, and Jews, as well as Muslims. It welcomed
White Russian nobles ousted by the Russian Revolution, Bolshevik assassins on
the trail of the exiled Leon Trotsky, German professors, British diplomats, and
American entrepreneurs?a multicultural panoply of performers and poets, do-
gooders and ne’er-do-wells. During the Second World War, thousands of Jews
fleeing occupied Europe found passage through Istanbul, some with the help of
the future Pope John XXIII. At the Pera Palace, Istanbul's most luxurious hotel,
so many spies mingled in the lobby that the manager posted a sign asking them to
relinquish their seats to paying guests.

In beguiling prose and rich character portraits, Charles King brings to life a
remarkable era when a storied city stumbled into the modern world and reshaped
the meaning of cosmopolitanism.

32 photographs
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Editorial Review

Review
“King has combed out the threads of this complex and highly nuanced story in a hugely enjoyable,
magnificently researched and deeply absorbing book.” (Jason Goodwin - New York Times Book Review)

“Superb?deliciously dense with detail and sheer narrative force as Charles King tells the twentieth-century
history of the Near East through the prism of one great city. A sepia-toned classic!” (Robert D. Kaplan,
author of The Revenge of Geography and Eastward to Tartary)

“Popular history at its best, authoritative and hugely entertaining. Few places were as colorful as Istanbul
between the wars and Professor King captures all the chaotic brio and contradictions of a city, and a culture,
reinventing itself.” (Joseph Kanon, author of Istanbul Passage)

“In this memorably distilled history, Charles King tells us just what the Pera Palace was?the ornately
decaying hotel crouched at the center of a mare’s nest of intrigue, violence, sex, and espionage, all set
against the slow dimming of Ottoman magnificence. I loved this book.” (Simon Winchester, author of
Krakatoa and The Map that Changed the World)

“This social history of one of the world’s most fascinating cities is as illuminating as it is entertaining.
Characters from Trotsky to Hemingway, from a blind Armenian musician to a future pope, help tell the story
of how Istanbul transformed itself from a refugee-clogged backwater into a vibrant metropolis. Midnight at
the Pera Palace is a true Turkish delight.” (Stephen Kinzer, author of Crescent and Star: Turkey Between
Two Worlds and Reset)

“A diverse cast, ranging from Muslim beauty queens and Georgian royalty to Leon Trotsky, have left their
mark on Istanbul, and King nimbly weaves their threads with enough color to draw in general readers and
enough detail to satisfy specialists.” (Publishers Weekly)

“Elegant… multiple biographies unfold against the backdrop of an old city’s growing pains.” (Kate Tuttle -
Boston Globe)

“An engaging, detailed look at the old city that became the newest of them all.” (Melissa Davis - Seattle
Times)

“Fascinating and perceptive.” (Randy Dotinga - Christian Science Monitor)

About the Author
Charles King is a professor of international affairs at Georgetown University. A frequent media commentator
on global issues, he is the author of Odessa, Midnight in the Pera Palace, and other books. He lives in
Washington, DC.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Douglas Whatley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern
Istanbul. Try to face the book Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbul as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Carol Elliott:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Midnight at the
Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbul suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbulis a single of
several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this
reserve. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this book.

Annette Carroll:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you learn
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbul offer you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Lee Parkin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the Midnight at the Pera Palace: The Birth of Modern Istanbul when you necessary it?
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