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A giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played many roles: peasant
revolutionary, patriotic leader against the Japanese occupation, Marxist
theoretician, modernizer, and visionary despot. This Very Short Introduction
chronicles Mao's journey from peasant child to ruler of the most populous nation
on Earth. Delia Davin provides an invaluable portrait of Mao, showing him in all
his complexity--ruthless, brutal, and ambitious, a man of enormous talent and
perception, yet a leader who is still detested by some and venerated by others.
She shows how he helped found both the Chinese Communist Party and the Red
Army, and how for many years he fought on two fronts, for control of the Party
and in an armed struggle for the Party's control of the country. His revolution
unified China and began its rise to world power status. He was the architect of
the Great Leap Forward that he hoped would make China both prosperous and
egalitarian, but instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions of deaths.
It was Mao's growing suspicion of his fellow leaders that led him to launch the
Cultural Revolution, and his last years were dogged by ill-health and his
despairing attempts to find a successor. Davis also looks at the years of his death,
when the reform leadership abandoned Mao's revolutionary goals and embraced
the market.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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A giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played many roles: peasant revolutionary, patriotic leader
against the Japanese occupation, Marxist theoretician, modernizer, and visionary despot. This Very Short
Introduction chronicles Mao's journey from peasant child to ruler of the most populous nation on Earth.
Delia Davin provides an invaluable portrait of Mao, showing him in all his complexity--ruthless, brutal, and
ambitious, a man of enormous talent and perception, yet a leader who is still detested by some and venerated
by others. She shows how he helped found both the Chinese Communist Party and the Red Army, and how
for many years he fought on two fronts, for control of the Party and in an armed struggle for the Party's
control of the country. His revolution unified China and began its rise to world power status. He was the
architect of the Great Leap Forward that he hoped would make China both prosperous and egalitarian, but
instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions of deaths. It was Mao's growing suspicion of his
fellow leaders that led him to launch the Cultural Revolution, and his last years were dogged by ill-health
and his despairing attempts to find a successor. Davis also looks at the years of his death, when the reform
leadership abandoned Mao's revolutionary goals and embraced the market.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review
[A] tautly argued, plainly told, luminous story that does full justice to all sides of the argument The China
Journal

About the Author

Delia Davin is Emeritus Professor of Chinese Studies at Leeds University. She is the author of several books
on revolutionary and contemporary China. Her abiding interest in Mao Zedong and the history of Maoist
China was inspired by her experience of living in Beijing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Edgar:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a book
Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Josefina Roundtree:

The book Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Mao:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Kirk Thomas:

Here thing why this specific Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any publication out



there but there is no book that similar with Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in
your technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the
form of Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your alternate.

Wilda Baeza:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is Mao: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) this guide consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made
some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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