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The indispensable guidebook to help the well-meaning guest when visiting
other people's religious ceremonies?updated and revised. New Edition!
4th edition?Updated, Revised, Expanded?New Glossary of Popular
Religious Symbols

"Finally, for those inclined to undertake their own spiritual journeys … tells
visitors what to expect."
?New York Times

We North Americans live in a remarkably diverse society, and it’s increasingly
common to be invited to a wedding, funeral, or other religious service of a friend,
relative, or coworker whose faith is different from our own.

These can be awkward situations....

What will happen? What do I do? What do I wear? What do I say?●

What should I avoid doing, wearing, saying?●

Is it okay to use a video camera?●

How long will it last?●

What are their basic beliefs?●

Will there be a reception?●

Will there be food?●

Should I bring a gift?●

When is it okay to leave?●

These are just a few of the basic questions answered in How to Be a Perfect
Stranger. This easy-to-read guidebook, with an “Everything You Need to Know
Before You Go” checklist, helps the well-meaning guest to feel comfortable,
participate to the fullest extent possible and avoid violating anyone’s religious
principles?while enriching their own spiritual understanding.

For people of all faiths, all backgrounds.

African American Methodist Churches · Assemblies of God · Bahá’í · Baptist ·
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Buddhist · Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) · Christian Science (Church of
Christ, Scientist) · Churches of Christ · Episcopalian and Anglican · Hindu ·
Islam · Jehovah’s Witnesses · Jewish · Lutheran · Mennonite/Amish · Methodist ·
Mormon (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints) · Native American/First
Nations · Orthodox Churches · Pentecostal Church of God · Presbyterian · Quaker
(Religious Society of Friends) · Reformed Church in America/Canada · Roman
Catholic · Seventh-day Adventist · Sikh · Unitarian Universalist · United Church
of Canada · United Church of Christ
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Editorial Review

Review

"Enables the stranger to hold fast to the integrity of their own tradition while stepping onto someone else's
holy ground.... Concise, informative and eminently practical."
?Rev. Christopher Leighton, executive director, Institute for Christian-Jewish Studies

"Highly recommended.... We encourage all people of faith to read it, refer to it often and use it as their guide
when visiting other communities of faith."
?Rev. Ken Brookner Langston, director of education, The Interfaith Alliance

"Enables strangers to be better neighbors in a global community."
?Prof. John L. Esposito, director, Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown University

"You’ll never again feel uncomfortable attending services of a religion not your own, after reading this
wonderful book."
?Rabbi Jack Bemporad,director, Center for Christian-Jewish Understanding, Sacred Heart University,
Fairfield, Connecticut

From the Inside Flap
This easy-to-use fourth edition is updated and revised with the latest membership statistics on the various
faith traditions, an expanded glossary of religious terms and an all new section on popular religious symbols.
It also includes the "Everything You Need to Know Before You Go" checklist.

In today's diverse North American society we often are invited--through family, friends or business contacts-
-to religious ceremonies or services that are not of our own tradition or faith. Entering this unfamiliar
atmosphere can be awkward....
What will happen?
What do I do?
What do I wear?
What do I say?
What should I avoid doing, wearing, saying?
What are their basic beliefs?
Should I bring a gift?
When is it okay to leave?

These are just a few of the basic, very practical questions answered in How to Be a Perfect Stranger. Based
on information obtained directly from each of the religions and denominations, this indispensable handbook
helps the well-meaning guest of any other faith to feel comfortable, participate to the fullest extent possible
and avoid violating anyone's religious principles or hurting their feelings.

This book helps turn the "strange" into the less confusing (but not the ordinary). Most of all, it enables the
invited "stranger" to truly appreciate the experience, and enrich their own spiritual understanding.
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Stuart M. Matlins is founder, editor-in-chief and publisher of Jewish Lights Publishing and SkyLight Paths
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partner with Booz Allen Hamilton, Inc. and then heading his own consulting firm.
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Arthur J. Magida is a freelance editor and author.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a book



can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this How to Be a Perfect Stranger: The
Essential Religious Etiquette Handbook, Fourth Edition book as this book offers you rich info and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Arthur Pascual:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take How to Be a Perfect Stranger: The Essential Religious Etiquette
Handbook, Fourth Edition as your daily resource information.

Pedro Turk:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving How to Be a Perfect
Stranger: The Essential Religious Etiquette Handbook, Fourth Edition that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick How to Be a Perfect
Stranger: The Essential Religious Etiquette Handbook, Fourth Edition become your personal starter.

Betty Walsh:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This kind of How to Be a Perfect Stranger: The Essential
Religious Etiquette Handbook, Fourth Edition can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this
one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be
one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us
have How to Be a Perfect Stranger: The Essential Religious Etiquette Handbook, Fourth Edition.
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