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“Archaeomineralogy” provides a wealth of information for mineralogists,
geologists and archaeologists involved in archaeometric studies. The first edition
was very well-received and praised for its systematic description of the rocks and
minerals used throughout the world by our ancestors and for its excellent list of
over 900 references, providing easy access to the fields of archaeomineralogy
and geoarchaeology.

This second edition of “Archaeomineralogy” takes an updated and expanded look
at the human use of rocks and minerals from the Paleolithic through to the 18th
century CE. It retains the structure and main themes of the original but has been
revised and expanded with more than 200 new references within the text, a
bibliography of additional references not included in the text, a dozen new
figures (drawings and photos), coverage of many additional important mineral,
rock, and gem materials, a broader geographic scope, particularly but not limited
to Eastern Europe, and a more thorough review of early contributions to
archaeomineralogy, especially those of Agricola.

From reviews of the first edition:

"… crammed full of useful information, is well-balanced using both new and Old
World examples of the archaeomaterials described. It also provides a broad, but
of necessity, all too brief overview of the geological raw materials used in
antiquity." -- Geoscientist

"…provides much interesting discussion of how particular names came to be
employed by archaeologists working in different regions of the world…. much to
offer for any geologist or archaeologist interested in minerals and rocks and how
they have been used in the past." -- Mineralium Deposita

"… a gem of a book, it's strength is that it is encyclopedic in content, if not in
layout, draws on a wealth of field experience and almost every sentence contains
a nugget of information" -- The Holocene
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Editorial Review

Review

From the reviews:

Praise for George R. Rapp's Archaeomineralogy

Geoscientist

"The text is crammed full of useful information, is well-balanced using both new and Old World examples of
the archaeomaterials described. It also provides a broad, but of necessity, all too brief overview of the
geological raw materials used in antiquity."

Mineralium Deposita

"The book provides much interesting discussion of how particular names came to be employed by
archaeologists working in different regions of the world. Overall, I found that the book had much to offer for
any geologist or archaeologist interested in minerals and rocks and how they have been used in the past."

The Holocene

"This is a gem of a book, it's strength is that it is encyclopedic in content, if not in layout, draws on a wealth
of field experience and almost every sentence contains a nugget of information"

Geological Magazine

"The current volume aims to provide a systematic overview of minerals and rocks that have been used from
prehistoric times though to the 17th Century. It is a very readable well-written overview of the subject. In
addition to the extensive bibliography there is also a very useful glossary of mineralogical, geological and
archaeological terms. Overall this is an excellent volume that should appeal equally to those with a
geological or an archaeological background. Highly recommended."

"The scope of this book is ambitious. In it the author aims to cover the main mineral and rock materials used
in antiquity from Prehistoric times to the 17th century AD … . the range of materials covered and the
extensive bibliography of some 800 references provide the reader with a good starting point for further study.
… It is really a book to be dipped into … . Overall, the book is well balanced using both New and Old World
examples … ." (Louise Joyner, Geoscientist, Vol. 13 (9), 2003)

"This little book provides a wealth of information in an entertaining and readable fashion. The coverage is
both very broad and complete … . I found the archaeological discussion very informative, and the excellent
biography, with over 500 references, provide an immediate entry into the geoarchaeology literature on many
different subjects! Overall, I found that the book had much to offer for any geologist or archaeologist
interested in minerals and rocks and how they have been used in the past." (C. R. Stern, Mineralium
Deposita, Vol. 38 (5), 2003)

"This is a gem of a book … . Its aim is to provide ‘a systematic look at the mineral and rock materials that
have been used from prehistoric times through the seventeenth century ACE’ … . Moreover, it attempts to



give world coverage … . this is a huge task. It is a great credit, therefore, to the scholarship, energy and
experience of the author, that he has managed to achieve his aim … ." (A. M. Pollard, The Holocene, Vol. 13
(5), 2003)

"The current volume aims to provide a systematic overview of minerals and rocks that have been used from
prehistoric times through to the 17th Century. … it is a very readable well-written overview of the subject. In
addition to the extensive bibliography there is also a very useful glossary of mineralogical, geological and
archaeological terms … . Overall this is an excellent volume that should appeal equally to those with a
geological or an archaeological background. Highly recommended." (Allan Pring, Geological Magazine,
Vol. 140 (3), 2003)

From the reviews of the second edition:

"This new edition … is truly an asset to the small but growing field of archaeomineralogy. … provides a
comprehensive introduction to minerals with an underlying emphasis on how they are important to
archaeologists and researchers of ancient technology. … this book is perfect for undergraduates pursuing an
education in archaeology or the curious nonacademic interested in the subject. … useful quick reference for
graduate students and researchers already familiar with the field. Summing Up: Highly recommended. All
levels." (L. D. Frame, Choice, Vol. 47 (1), September, 2009)

From the Back Cover

Archaeomineralogy provides a wealth of information for mineralogists, geologists and archaeologists
involved in archaeometric stuides of our past. The first edition was very well recieved and praised for
its systematic description of the rocks and minerals used througout the world by our ancestors and for its
excellent list of over 500 references, providing easy access to the fields of archaeomineralogy and
geoacrchaeology.

This second edition of Archaeomineralogy takes an updated and expanded look at the human use of rocks
and minerals from the Paleolithic through to the 18th century ACE. It retains the structure and main themes
of the original edition but has been revised and expanded with more than 200 new references in the text, a
bibliography of useful references not included in the text, a dozen new figures (drawings and photos),
coverage of many additional important mineral, rock, and gem materials, increased geographic scope,
particularly but not limited to Eastern Europe, and a more thorough review of early contributions to
archaeomineralogy especially those of Agricola.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Taylor:

Here thing why this particular Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is good but it depends in the content of the usb ports which is
the content is as yummy as food or not. Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its



open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case
you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Archaeomineralogy (Natural
Science in Archaeology) in e-book can be your alternate.

Blair Chappell:

The publication with title Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) has lot of information that
you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Lawrence Abbate:

Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Archaeomineralogy
(Natural Science in Archaeology) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Diana Johnson:

This Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) is great book for you because the content which
can be full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute.
This book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences inside it.
So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having
Archaeomineralogy (Natural Science in Archaeology) in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right
but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
in which?
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