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This simple and essential book about the craft of acting describes a technique
developed and refined by the authors, all of them young actors, in their work with
Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright David Mamet, actor W. H. Macy, and director
Gregory Mosher. A Practical Handbook for the Actor is written for any actor
who has ever experienced the frustrations of acting classes that lacked clarity and
objectivity, and that failed to provide a dependable set of tools. An actor's job,
the authors state, is to "find a way to live truthfully under the imaginary
circumstances of the play." The ways in which an actor can attain that truth form
the substance of this eloquent book.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This is the best book on acting written in the last twenty years." --from the introduction by David Mamet

"Simple, clear and consise--just what was needed. A deeply interesting and valuable piece of work." --Sidney
Lumet

"This terse and lucid handbook might well be for the actor what Strunk and White's The Elements of Style is
for the writer." --John Guare

"This book is wonderful. It is clear, direct, and to the point, with none of the hokum that accompanies most
books on the theatre, especially about acting. I learned an enormous amount." --Robert Benton

"This beautifully written book offers a clear guide to the most profound acting technique I  know. Every
young actor should read it, re-read it, and then keep it under his pillow." --Lindsay Crouse

From the Inside Flap
6 working actors describe their methods and philosophies of the theater. All have worked with playwright
David Mamet at the Goodman Theater in Chicago.

About the Author
Melissa Bruder, Lee Michael Cohn, Madeleine Olnek, Nathaniel Pollack, Robert Previto, and Scott Zigler
are actors who worked with David Mamet and W. H. Macy at New York University and at the Goodman
Theatre in Chicago. Members of the Practical Aesthetics Workshop, they helped found the Atlantic Theatre
Company with Mamet and Macy in 1985.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called A Practical
Handbook for the Actor? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have
additional opinion?

Shirley Jones:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for all of us. The book A Practical Handbook for the Actor ended up being making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for



you. The reserve A Practical Handbook for the Actor is not only giving you more new information but also
to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship using the book A Practical Handbook for the Actor. You never feel lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Ardith Bobo:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Practical Handbook for the Actor
can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Bryant Davidson:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book A Practical Handbook for the Actor we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book A Practical Handbook
for the Actor. You can more appealing than now.
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