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"A charming book about enchantment, a profound book about fairy tales."—John
Updike, The New York Times Book Review
 
Bruno Bettelheim was one of the great child psychologists of the twentieth
century and perhaps none of his books has been more influential than this
revelatory study of fairy tales and their universal importance in understanding
childhood development.

Analyzing a wide range of traditional stories, from the tales of Sindbad to “The
Three Little Pigs,” “Hansel and Gretel,” and “The Sleeping Beauty,” Bettelheim
shows how the fantastical, sometimes cruel, but always deeply significant
narrative strands of the classic fairy tales can aid in our greatest human task, that
of finding meaning for one’s life.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Bettelheim argues convincingly that fairy tales provide a unique way for children to come to terms with the
dilemmas of their inner lives.” —The Atlantic
 
“A charming book about enchantment, a profound book about fairy tales.” —John Updike, The New York
Times Book Review
 
“A splendid achievement, brimming with useful ideas, with insights into how young children read and
understand, and most of all overflowing with a realistic optimism and with an experienced and therapeutic
good will.” —Harold Bloom, The New York Review of Books
 
“Provocative and persuasive.” —Boston Globe

From the Inside Flap
The great child psychologist gives us a moving revelation of the enormous and irreplaceable value of fairy
tales - how they educate, support and liberate the emotions of children.

About the Author
Bruno Bettelheim was born in Vienna in 1903. He received his doctorate at the University of Vienna and
came to America in 1939, after a year in the concentration camps of Dachau and Buchenwald. He was a
Distinguished Professor of Education and Professor of both psychology and psychiatry at the University of
Chicago. He died in 1990.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gerardo Whittaker:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of
Fairy Tales was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The e-book The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales
is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales. You never really feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Charlene Martinez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems



coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Uses of Enchantment: The
Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

David Bostick:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is definitely The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales.

Patricia Humes:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance
of Fairy Tales giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game.
Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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