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In this book, IThan Inan questions the classical definition of curiosity as a desire
to know. Working in an area where epistemology and philosophy of language
overlap, Inan forges alink between our ability to become aware of our ignorance
and our linguistic aptitude to construct terms referring to things unknown.

The book introduces the notion of inostensible reference (or reference to the
unknown). Ilhan connects this notion to related concepts in philosophy of
language: knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge by description; the
referential and the attributive uses of definite descriptions; the de re/de dicto
distinction; and Kripke's distinction between rigid and accidental designators.

Continuing with adiscussion of the conditions for curiosity and its satisfaction,
Inan argues that the learning process?starting in curiosity and ending in
knowledge?is always an effort to transform our inostensible terms into ostensible
ones. A contextual account is adopted for the satisfaction of curiosity. It then
discusses the conditions of successful reference to the object of curiosity and its
presuppositions. The book concludes with a discussion on the limits of curiosity
and its satisfaction.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Asthe first book-length philosophical treatment of curiosity, this volume brings together epistemology and
philosophy of language to the benefit of both disciplines. It istightly argued, informative, and very timely. It
will become standard reading on the topic.” -- Dennis Whitcomb, Western Washington University, USA
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Ilhan Inan is a Professor of Philosophy at Bo?azici University, Turkey.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Blouin:

The book The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studiesin Contemporary Philosophy) give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) to get
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your persona capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like start and read a publication The Philosophy
of Curiosity (Routledge Studiesin Contemporary Philosophy). Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Nick Peoples:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge
Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt The
Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge Studiesin Contemporary Philosophy) as good book not simply by the
cover but also through the content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do
you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth
sense already aerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

MinnieWeiner:

Y ou may spend your free time to see this book this book. This The Philosophy of Curiosity (Routledge
Studiesin Contemporary Philosophy) is simpleto bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,



train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there
are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Jason Buckley:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Philosophy of Curiosity
(Routledge Studies in Contemporary Philosophy) which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out
this book? Let's view.
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