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The Pearl of Dari takes us into the heart of Afghan refugee life in the Islamic
Republic of Iran through a rich ethnographic portrait of the circle of poets and
intellectuals who make up the "Pearl of Dari" cultural organization. Dari is the
name by which the Persian language is known in Afghanistan. Afghan
immigrants in Iran, refugees from the Soviet war in Afghanistan, are
marginalized and restricted to menial jobs and lower-income neighborhoods.
Ambitious and creative refugee youth have taken to writing poetry to tell their
story as a group and to improve their prospects for a better life. At the same time,
they are altering the ancient tradition of Persian love poetry by promoting greater
individualism in realms such as gender and marriage. Zuzanna Olszewska offers
compelling insights into the social life of poetry in an urban, Middle Eastern
setting largely unknown in the West.
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The Pearl of Dari takes us into the heart of Afghan refugee life in the Islamic Republic of Iran through a rich
ethnographic portrait of the circle of poets and intellectuals who make up the "Pearl of Dari" cultural
organization. Dari is the name by which the Persian language is known in Afghanistan. Afghan immigrants
in Iran, refugees from the Soviet war in Afghanistan, are marginalized and restricted to menial jobs and
lower-income neighborhoods. Ambitious and creative refugee youth have taken to writing poetry to tell their
story as a group and to improve their prospects for a better life. At the same time, they are altering the
ancient tradition of Persian love poetry by promoting greater individualism in realms such as gender and
marriage. Zuzanna Olszewska offers compelling insights into the social life of poetry in an urban, Middle
Eastern setting largely unknown in the West.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Zuzanna Olszewska's virtuoso study explores how young progressive Afghan intellectuals use the writing
and performance of poetry as a prestigious discourse, to sustain community and claim dignity in exile. Her
work makes an essential new contribution in Persian literary studies, ethnolinguistics, and refugee cultural
studies worldwide." ?Margaret A. Mills, Professor Emerita of Persian and Folklore, Ohio State University

"Well beyond its focus on a community of Persian-speaking Afghan intellectuals living in exile in Mashhad,
Iran, over the past three decades, The Pearl of Dari offers the reader the precious pearl of a genuine reading
and learning experience. Zuzanna Olszewska combines solid scholarship with uplifting sensitivity to create a
lively narrative replete with joyful discoveries of genuine personhood, agency, and humanity in the midst of
multiple marginalities, an account of growing up amid layer upon layer of tension, bravely defying
overwhelming odds." ?Ahmad Karimi-Hakkak, University of Maryland

About the Author

Zuzanna Olszewska is Associate Professor in the Social Anthropology of the Middle East at the University
of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Hill:

This The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures of the Middle
East and North Africa) are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The main
reason of this The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures of
the Middle East and North Africa) can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your before
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout
the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young
Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures of the Middle East and North Africa) giving you an enormous of experience
for example rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Rose Rowe:

This book untitled The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures



of the Middle East and North Africa) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store
or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this book from your list.

Gregory Rivera:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures of the
Middle East and North Africa) this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Jack Caldwell:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is called of
book The Pearl of Dari: Poetry and Personhood among Young Afghans in Iran (Public Cultures of the
Middle East and North Africa). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book,
it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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