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Some will be shocked to find out that the United States and Ho Chi Minh, our
nemesis for much of the Vietnam War, were once allies. Indeed, during the last
year of World War II, American spies in Indochina found themselves working
closely with Ho Chi Minh and other anti-colonial factions—compelled by
circumstances to fight together against the Japanese. Dixee Bartholomew-Feis
reveals how this relationship emerged and operated and how it impacted
Vietnam's struggle for independence.

The men of General William Donovan's newly-formed Office of Strategic
Services closely collaborated with communist groups in both Europe and Asia
against the Axis enemies. In Vietnam, this meant that OSS officers worked with
Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh, whose ultimate aim was to rid the region of all
imperialist powers, not just the Japanese. Ho, for his part, did whatever he could
to encourage the OSS's negative view of the French, who were desperate to
regain their colony. Revealing details not previously known about their covert
operations, Bartholomew-Feis chronicles the exploits of these allies as they
developed their network of informants, sabotaged the Japanese occupation's
infrastructure, conducted guerrilla operations, and searched for downed
American fliers and Allied POWs.

Although the OSS did not bring Ho Chi Minh to power, Bartholomew-Feis
shows that its apparent support for the Viet Minh played a significant symbolic
role in helping them fill the power vacuum left in the wake of Japan's surrender.
Her study also hints that, had America continued to champion the anti-colonials
and their quest for independence, rather than caving in to the French, we might
have been spared our long and very lethal war in Vietnam.

Based partly on interviews with surviving OSS agents who served in Vietnam,
Bartholomew-Feis's engaging narrative and compelling insights speak to the
yearnings of an oppressed people—and remind us that history does indeed make
strange bedfellows.
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Some will be shocked to find out that the United States and Ho Chi Minh, our nemesis for much of the
Vietnam War, were once allies. Indeed, during the last year of World War II, American spies in Indochina
found themselves working closely with Ho Chi Minh and other anti-colonial factions—compelled by
circumstances to fight together against the Japanese. Dixee Bartholomew-Feis reveals how this relationship
emerged and operated and how it impacted Vietnam's struggle for independence.

The men of General William Donovan's newly-formed Office of Strategic Services closely collaborated with
communist groups in both Europe and Asia against the Axis enemies. In Vietnam, this meant that OSS
officers worked with Ho Chi Minh and the Viet Minh, whose ultimate aim was to rid the region of all
imperialist powers, not just the Japanese. Ho, for his part, did whatever he could to encourage the OSS's
negative view of the French, who were desperate to regain their colony. Revealing details not previously
known about their covert operations, Bartholomew-Feis chronicles the exploits of these allies as they
developed their network of informants, sabotaged the Japanese occupation's infrastructure, conducted
guerrilla operations, and searched for downed American fliers and Allied POWs.

Although the OSS did not bring Ho Chi Minh to power, Bartholomew-Feis shows that its apparent support
for the Viet Minh played a significant symbolic role in helping them fill the power vacuum left in the wake
of Japan's surrender. Her study also hints that, had America continued to champion the anti-colonials and
their quest for independence, rather than caving in to the French, we might have been spared our long and
very lethal war in Vietnam.

Based partly on interviews with surviving OSS agents who served in Vietnam, Bartholomew-Feis's engaging
narrative and compelling insights speak to the yearnings of an oppressed people—and remind us that history
does indeed make strange bedfellows.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A gripping and insightful account of America’s first foray into the quagmire of Vietnam. Highly
recommended for the specialist and the lay reader alike.”—William J. Duiker, author of Ho Chi Minh: A
Life “Vividly brings to life a small group of Americans who intersected with Vietnam’s history at its most
important moment in the twentieth century.”—David G. Marr, author of Vietnam 1945: The Quest for
Power “Should become the point of departure for understanding the ultimately tragic American role in
Vietnam in the decades after 1945.”—Michael Schaller, author of Douglas MacArthur: Far Eastern
General, The U.S. Crusade in China, 1938–1945 “Indispensable reading for a complete understanding of
America’s longest war.”—Dale Andradé, author of America’s Last Vietnam Battle

Review
"Bartholomew-Feis has brought a fascinating chapter in U.S.-Vietnamese relations to life."

Review
"Bartholomew-Feis frequently lets historical figures speak for themselves and interweaves their words with
her elegant narrative and careful analysis."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Hupp:

The publication with title The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan (Modern
War Studies (Paperback)) contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain
after read this book. This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-
book with your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

David Hester:

The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan (Modern War Studies (Paperback))
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because
this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every
word into delight arrangement in writing The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against
Japan (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.



Kathryn Hebert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected
Allies in the War against Japan (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) book written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still uncertainty The OSS and Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan (Modern
War Studies (Paperback)) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Eunice Holt:

As a student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing reading
really. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on there.
Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this age, many
ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The OSS and
Ho Chi Minh: Unexpected Allies in the War against Japan (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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