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The Geologic Time Scale 2012, winner of a 2012 PROSE Award Honorable
Mention for Best Multi-volume Reference in Science from the Association of
American Publishers, is the framework for deciphering the history of our planet
Earth. The authors have been at the forefront of chronostratigraphic research and
initiatives to create an international geologic time scale for many years, and the
charts in this book present the most up-to-date, international standard, as ratified
by the International Commission on Stratigraphy and the International Union of
Geological Sciences. This 2012 geologic time scale is an enhanced, improved
and expanded version of the GTS2004, including chapters on planetary scales,
the Cryogenian-Ediacaran periods/systems, a prehistory scale of human
development, a survey of sequence stratigraphy, and an extensive compilation of
stable-isotope chemostratigraphy.

This book is an essential reference for all geoscientists, including researchers,
students, and petroleum and mining professionals. The presentation is non-
technical and illustrated with numerous colour charts, maps and photographs.
The book also includes a detachable wall chart of the complete time scale for use
as a handy reference in the office, laboratory or field.

The most detailed international geologic time scale available that contextualizes●

information in one single reference for quick desktop access
Gives insights in the construction, strengths, and limitations of the geological●

time scale that greatly enhances its function and its utility
Aids understanding by combining with the mathematical and statistical●

methods to scaled composites of global succession of events
Meets the needs of a range of users at various points in the workflow●

(researchers extracting linear time from rock records, students recognizing the
geologic stage by their content)
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Editorial Review

Review

"…one of the main distinctions of the new version is the more detailed subdivision of the preceding
Precambrian interval. As before, the earlier chapters of the book summarize the approaches used; they
review the main methods of obtaining chronometric dates and calibrating them with geomagnetic polarity
and orbital fluctuations, as well as the use of various stable isotopes in chronological and paleoenvironmental
analysis…Required for specialist libraries and a valuable acquisition for other libraries lacking the 2004
edition." --CHOICE, April 2013

About the Author
Felix M. Gradstein (Professor at Geology Museum, Oslo University, Norway; and visiting professor at
University of Rio Grande do Sul, Sao Leopoldo, Brazil, the University of Nebraska, USA and the University
of Portsmouth, UK) and was Chair of the International Commission on Stratigraphy from 2000 to 2008, and
under his tenure major progress was made with the formal definition of chronostratigraphic units from
Precambrian through Quaternary. For his fundamental work with regards to the Geologic Time Scale and
stratigraphy, micropaleontology and geochronology in general, the European Geosciences Union awarded
him in 2010 the Jean Baptiste Lamarck Medal. He teaches applied biostratigraphy and paleoenvironment
courses and is the current Chair of the Geologic TimeScale Foundation
(http://stratigraphy.science.purdue.edu).

Gradstein has authored over 140 scientific publications in the fields of geological time scales, quantitative
stratigraphic methods, stratigraphy and sedimentology of petroleum basins, plate tectonics,
palaeoceanography, and deep-water micropalaeontology. He has a career that spans the divides between
industry, government and academia, with periods working for Esso and Saga Petroleum, the Geological
Survey of Canada, and Dalhousie University. Gradstein recently won the 2012 PROSE Honorable Mention
Award for a multi-volume scientific reference.

James G. Ogg (Professor at Purdue University, Indiana, USA; and visiting professor at China University of
Geosciences, Wuhan, China) served as Secretary General of the International Commission on Stratigraphy
(2000-2008) and coordinated the ICS stratigraphy information service (2008-2012). His Mesozoic
Stratigraphy Lab group works on aspects of climate cycles, magnetic polarity correlations and integration of
stratigraphic information. Their TimeScale Creator array of visualization tools for extensive databases in
global and regional Earth history (www.tscreator.org) was used to generate many of the diagrams in this
book.

Ogg has published over 100 articles and coordinated 2 books as first or co- author on aspects of stratigraphy
in refereed journals since 1986, and has contributed to over 70 chapters in Deep Sea Drilling Project and
Ocean Drilling Program volumes. He has also won numerous awards, including the Geological Society of
America: Mary B. Ansari Best Reference Work Award for The Geologic Time Scale 2004 and most recently
the 2012 PROSE Honorable Mention Award for a multi-volume scientific reference.

Gabi M. Ogg applied micropaleontology to Jurassic-Cretaceous correlations before concentrating on public



outreach in geosciences. In addition to co-authoring the Concise Geologic TimeScale (GTS2008) book, she
was a coordinator of GTS2012 and produced most of its the extensive array of graphics. She is the
webmaster for the Geologic TimeScale Foundation (http://stratigraphy.science.purdue.edu) and for the
TimeScale Creator visualization and database suites (www.tscreator.org), and has produced numerous
posters and time scale cards for public audiences.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Victor Banister:

The book The Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set 1&2) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The
Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set 1&2)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book The Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set 1&2) has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Jaclyn Utecht:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider any
time those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set
1&2) as the daily resource information.

Robert Mangino:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book The Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set 1&2) it is rather good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read
this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

William Culley:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just



spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list will be The Geologic Time Scale 2012 (2 Volume Set 1&2). This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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