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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Why are so few Americans paying attention to the dramatic changes taking place across the Atlantic, Rifkin
(The End of Work) asks in his provocative and well-argued manifesto for the new European Union.
Famously, Americans "live to work" while Europeans "work to live," and Rifkin demonstrates statistically
and anecdotally that Europe's humane approach to capitalism makes for a healthier, better-educated
populace. The U.S. lags behind in its unimaginative approach to working hours, productivity and technology,
Rifkin claims, while Europe is leading the way into a new era while competing well in terms of productivity.
Rifkin traces the cultural roots of what he says is America's lack of vision to its emphasis on individual
autonomy and the accumulation of wealth; Europe's dream is more rooted in connectedness and quality of
life. Americans may be risk takers, but Rifkin is more admiring of risk-sensitive European realism, as well as
its secularism and social democracy. Exploring the history behind the two continents' wildly differing
sensibilities, Rifkin examines the myth of the U.S. as "land of opportunity" and the two continents'
contrasting attitudes to foreign policy, peace keeping and foreign aid. Rifkin's claims are not new, but he
writes with striking clarity, combining the insights of contemporary sociologists and economists with up-to-
the minute data and powerfully apt journalistic observations. While he may appear to idealize Europe's new
direction, Rifkin's comparative study is scrupulously thorough and informative, and his rigor will please all
readers interested in the future of world affairs.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
The American Dream is not dead, says Rifkin, but it's showing its years. Contrasting definitively American
fantasies of individual autonomy, material wealth, and cultural assimilation with an emerging European
vision of community relationships, quality of life, and cultural diversity, Rifkin argues that the great
bloodshed of the twentieth century liberated Europeans from their past, better preparing them for global
citizenship in the twenty-first century. Rifkin paints this contrast with grandiose, if sometimes messy,
strokes, blending an intellectual history of the Enlightenment into an informed discussion of modern
European political infrastructure. Rifkin is an American who has spent much of his life doing business in
Europe, and his reasoned arguments are likewise often accompanied by personal anecdotes; it's clear on
which continent his heart lies. But those who would dismiss Rifkin's polemics as rewarmed socialism miss
the author's core argument. It is not a clash-of-civilizations diatribe but rather an appeal to Europeans to back
their emergent vision with (American) courage and to Americans to temper their intemperate optimism with
(European) moral perspective. The point is conversation, not competition. Brendan Driscoll
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"The European Dream" should be required reading on both sides of the Atlantic. (Andrew Moravcsik, "The
Financial Times") At a time when many Americans are feeling increasingly isolated, Rifkin carves out a
provocative window for self-reflection and appraisal. (Negar Akhavi, "San Francisco Chronicle")

"The European Dream should be required reading on both sides of the Atlantic."--Andrew Moravcsik, The
Financial Times
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"At a time when many Americans are feeling increasingly isolated, Rifkin carves out a provocative window
for self-reflection and appraisal."--Negar Akhavi, San Francisco Chronicle

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joan Stauffer:

This The European Dream: How Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream
tend to be reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this The
European Dream: How Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream can be
among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
anyone with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that
this The European Dream: How Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream
forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ellen Farnsworth:

This book untitled The European Dream: How Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the
American Dream to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this book from your list.

Nicholas Tapia:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The European Dream: How Europe's
Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The European Dream: How
Europe's Vision of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream become your personal starter.

Jason Caldwell:

You may spend your free time to study this book this book. This The European Dream: How Europe's Vision
of the Future Is Quietly Eclipsing the American Dream is simple to create you can read it in the park your
car, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book,



you can buy the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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