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When the undefeated samurai Miyamoto Musashi retreated to a cave in 1643 and
wrote The Book of Five Rings, a manifesto on swordsmanship, strategy, and
winning for his students and generations of samurai to come, he created one of
the most perceptive and incisive texts on strategic thinking ever to come from
Asia.

Musashi gives timeless advice on defeating an adversary, throwing an opponent
off-guard, creating confusion, and other techniques for overpowering an assailant
that will resonate with both martial artists and everyone else interested in
skillfully dealing with conflict. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was a
mastery of the mind rather than simply technical prowess—and it is this path to
mastery that is the core teaching in The Book of Five Rings.

William Scott Wilson’s translation is faithful to the original seventeenth-century
Japanese text while being wonderfully clear and readable. His scholarship and
insight into the deep meaning of this classic are evident in his introduction and
notes to the text. This edition also includes a translation of one of Musashi’s
earlier writings, “The Way of Walking Alone,” and calligraphy by Japanese artist
Shiro Tsujimura.
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When the undefeated samurai Miyamoto Musashi retreated to a cave in 1643 and wrote The Book of Five
Rings, a manifesto on swordsmanship, strategy, and winning for his students and generations of samurai to
come, he created one of the most perceptive and incisive texts on strategic thinking ever to come from Asia.

Musashi gives timeless advice on defeating an adversary, throwing an opponent off-guard, creating
confusion, and other techniques for overpowering an assailant that will resonate with both martial artists and
everyone else interested in skillfully dealing with conflict. For Musashi, the way of the martial arts was a
mastery of the mind rather than simply technical prowess—and it is this path to mastery that is the core
teaching in The Book of Five Rings.

William Scott Wilson’s translation is faithful to the original seventeenth-century Japanese text while being
wonderfully clear and readable. His scholarship and insight into the deep meaning of this classic are evident
in his introduction and notes to the text. This edition also includes a translation of one of Musashi’s earlier
writings, “The Way of Walking Alone,” and calligraphy by Japanese artist Shiro Tsujimura.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Embraced by many contemporary readers as a manual on how to succeed in life.”—"Library Journal"

"Embraced by many contemporary readers as a manual on how to succeed in life."--"Library Journal"

About the Author
Miyamoto Musashi, who lived in Japan in the 1600s, was an undefeated dueler, a masterless samurai, and an
independent teacher. He spent the last decades of his life refining and teaching his military science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Book of Five Rings book because book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it everbody knows.

Joseph Navarro:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular The Book of
Five Rings is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

James Robinson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When
you read this The Book of Five Rings, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.



Doris Snell:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled The
Book of Five Rings your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
reserve then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The
The Book of Five Rings giving you an additional experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the
relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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