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In this age of multicultural democracy, the idea of assimilation--that the social
distance separating immigrants and their children from the mainstream of
American society closes over time--seems outdated and, in some forms, even
offensive. But as Richard Albaand Victor Nee show in the first systematic
treatment of assimilation since the mid-1960s, it continues to shape the
immigrant experience, even though the geography of immigration has shifted
from Europe to Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Institutional changes, from civil
rights legislation to immigration law, have provided a more favorable
environment for nonwhite immigrants and their children than in the past.

Assimilation is till driven, in claim, by the decisions of immigrants and the
second generation to improve their social and material circumstancesin America.
But they also show that immigrants, historically and today, have profoundly
changed our mainstream society and culture in the process of becoming
Americans.

Surveying avariety of domains--language, socioeconomic attachments,
residential patterns, and intermarriage--they demonstrate the continuing
importance of assimilation in American life. And they predict that it will blur the
boundaries among the magjor, racially defined populations, as nonwhites and
Hispanics are increasingly incorporated into the mainstream.
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In this age of multicultural democracy, the idea of assimilation--that the socia distance separating
immigrants and their children from the mainstream of American society closes over time--seems outdated
and, in some forms, even offensive. But as Richard Albaand Victor Nee show in the first systematic
treatment of assimilation since the mid-1960s, it continues to shape the immigrant experience, even though
the geography of immigration has shifted from Europeto Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Institutional
changes, from civil rights legidlation to immigration law, have provided a more favorable environment for
nonwhite immigrants and their children than in the past.

Assimilation is still driven, in claim, by the decisions of immigrants and the second generation to improve
their social and material circumstancesin America. But they also show that immigrants, historically and
today, have profoundly changed our mainstream society and culture in the process of becoming Americans.

Surveying avariety of domains--language, socioeconomic attachments, residential patterns, and
intermarriage--they demonstrate the continuing importance of assimilation in American life. And they
predict that it will blur the boundaries among the major, racially defined populations, as nonwhites and
Hispanics are increasingly incorporated into the mainstream.
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Editorial Review

Review

Albaand Nee have written a carefully theorized, thoughtfully argued, and empirically well-grounded book.
They demonstrate persuasively that the so-called "new" immigration is not terribly different from previous
ones, and that most of the descendants of today's Hispanic, Asian, and other newcomers are assimilating in
much the same way as the children and grandchildren of the European immigration. Their contribution to our
understanding of immigration, ethnicity and race should be read far beyond the worlds of social science
scholarship. (Herbert J. Gans, author of Democracy and the News)

Assimilation is dead, long live assimilation! Alba and Nee are fully aware of the flaws and biasesin the old
model of the "melting pot,” but they rehabilitate it with elegant theory, persuasive facts, and careful attention
toits continued racial and class-based failings. The idea of assimilation may be unfashionable, but it has the
singular virtue of fitting the case--for many Americans, at any rate--more than other trendier theories do.
Remaking the American Mainstream shows us how, why, and to what end. (Jennifer L. Hochschild, co-
author, The American Dream and the Public Schools)

Alba and Nee have accomplished atour de force. They have an important story to tell and they'vetold it with
great verve and skill, using prose that will allow this book to be widely read. Remaking the American
Mainstreamis an outstanding work that is truly worthy of the important topic it addresses. (Roger
Waldinger, author of Sill the Promised City?: African-Americans and New Immigrants in Postindustrial
New York)

No phenomenon is more central to the future shape of American life than assimilation - its contested
meanings, the demand for it by established Americans, the powerful but mixed incentivesfor it by
immigrants, its social history, and its future trgjectory. Alba and Nee elucidate these crucial questions and
supply provocative answers. Their book is a valuable Baedeker for anyone who visits the subject. (Peter
Schuck, author of Diversity in America: Keeping Government at a Safe Distance)

Sociologists Alba and Nee provide a superb, comprehensive analysis of theory, data, and history to revise
past and contemporary understandings of immigration and assimilation in the U.S. Their goal isto respond to
skeptics' pessimism about new immigrants' assimilability, question misconception about the assimilation
experiences of previous and current immigrant groups, reject normative baggage attached to notions of
assimilation, and answer the question, "What can assimilation look like in such a diverse and ethnically
dynamic society? (S. M. Green Choice 2004-02-01)

Richard D. Albaand Victor Nee have dusted off the idea of assimilation, updated it for the 21st century and
found it to be a powerful force in contemporary America--even now. Staying clear of polemics, Messrs. Alba
and Nee have contributed a much needed and dispassionate analysis of the current state of immigrant
assimilation. They define assimilation not as a linear process of ethnic obliteration but a dynamic onein
which minority and majority cultures converge...Like millions of earlier immigrants, in short, the newest
immigrants are likely to change America at least as much as America changes them. (Gregory Rodriguez
Wall Sreet Journal 2003-07-31)

A humane and imaginative book which combines social analysis with historical understanding. [Alba and
Nee] examine how different groups have increasingly come to share acommon culture, a melding that now



happens at afaster pace than it ever hasin the past. Not the least reason is that even immigrants from the
other side of the globe arrive here already familiar with American ways. (Andrew Hacker New York Review
of Books 2003-08-14)

There are, to be sure, varying degrees of success and different patterns of adjustment to America, but
underlying them all is one powerful "master trend": surprisingly rapid Americanization. The authoritative
synthesis of the present processes of assimilation is Richard Alba and Victor Nee's sociol ogical masterpiece,
Remaking the American Mainstream. It shows that for nonblacks, assimilation is alive and well in America.
It is not passive integration into a static, Anglo-Protestant mainstream (which was always a sociol ogical
fiction anyway), but an endlessly dynamic two-way cultural process. (Orlando Patterson New York Times
2009-08-16)

Review

Albaand Nee have written a carefully theorized, thoughtfully argued, and empirically well-grounded book.
They demonstrate persuasively that the so-called "new" immigration is not terribly different from previous
ones, and that most of the descendants of today's Hispanic, Asian, and other newcomers are assimilating in
much the same way as the children and grandchildren of the European immigration. Their contribution to our
understanding of immigration, ethnicity and race should be read far beyond the worlds of social science
scholarship. (Herbert J. Gans, author of Democracy and the News)
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gerald Toups.

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to compl ete others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
guestion simply because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
itis proper. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Remaking the American
Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary Immigration to read.

Nathan Barnes:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. Yeah, by reading areserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Remaking the
American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary Immigration book as basic and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.



Ray Ortiz:

This Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary Immigration is great book for
you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or
we can state no rambling sentencesinit. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have wholeinfo in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary
Immigration in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that.
S0, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt which?

Donald Diaz:

Y ou may get this Remaking the American Mainstream: Assimilation and Contemporary Immigration by
check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve trouble if you
get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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