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The life story of Puerto Rican freedom fighter and leader Oscar López Rivera,
outlined in this book, is one of courage, valor, and sacrifice. In 1981, Oscar was
convicted of seditious conspiracy and other crimes for which he is still
imprisoned, making him the longest-held political prisoner in the world. This is
the story of his fight for the political independence of Puerto Rico based on
letters between him and the renowned lawyer, sociologist, educator, and activist
Luis Nieves Falcón. Also included is Oscar’s art, including photography and
paintings created in his many years behind bars. Readers will explore his early
life as a Latino child growing up in the small towns of Puerto Rico, following
him as an adolescent as he and his family move to the big cities of the United
States. After serving in Vietnam and earning a Bronze Star, Oscar returned home
and worked to improve the quality of life for his people by becoming a
community activist, which led to his underground life as a Puerto Rican
Nationalist and his subsequent arrest. With a vivid assessment of the ongoing
colonial relationship between the United States and Puerto Rico, the book helps
to illustrate the sad tale of largely unreported human rights abuses for political
prisoners in the United States, but it is also a story of hope and his ongoing
struggle for freedom for his people and himself—a hope that there is beauty and
strength in resistance.
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The life story of Puerto Rican freedom fighter and leader Oscar López Rivera, outlined in this book, is one of
courage, valor, and sacrifice. In 1981, Oscar was convicted of seditious conspiracy and other crimes for
which he is still imprisoned, making him the longest-held political prisoner in the world. This is the story of
his fight for the political independence of Puerto Rico based on letters between him and the renowned
lawyer, sociologist, educator, and activist Luis Nieves Falcón. Also included is Oscar’s art, including
photography and paintings created in his many years behind bars. Readers will explore his early life as a
Latino child growing up in the small towns of Puerto Rico, following him as an adolescent as he and his
family move to the big cities of the United States. After serving in Vietnam and earning a Bronze Star, Oscar
returned home and worked to improve the quality of life for his people by becoming a community activist,
which led to his underground life as a Puerto Rican Nationalist and his subsequent arrest. With a vivid
assessment of the ongoing colonial relationship between the United States and Puerto Rico, the book helps to
illustrate the sad tale of largely unreported human rights abuses for political prisoners in the United States,
but it is also a story of hope and his ongoing struggle for freedom for his people and himself—a hope that
there is beauty and strength in resistance.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This new book examines the broader political significance of López Rivera’s case, while providing an
unflinching look at how imprisonment and draconian policies like solitary confinement and no-contact visits
affect prisoners and their loved ones." —Hans Bennett, Upside Down World

"Puerto Rico continues to be colonized, and Oscar Lopez Rivera’s continued imprisonment reminds us of
this." —peopleofcolororganize

About the Author

Oscar López Rivera is a Puerto Rican Nationalist who was convicted and sentenced to 70 years in prison
for seditious conspiracy, armed robbery, and other various offenses and now holds the distinction of being
one of the longest-held political prisoners in the world. His projected release date is in 2027. Luis Nieves
Falcón is a renowned lawyer, psychologist, and sociologist, as well as a professor emeritus of the University
of Puerto Rico and a longtime advocate for Puerto Rican human rights. His recent books include A Century
of Political Repression in Puerto Rico: 1898–1998 and The Light from the Window: Conversations with
Filiberto Ojeda Rios. He lives in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Archbishop Desmond Tutu is Archbishop
Emeritus of the Anglican Church of South Africa and the recipient of the 1984 Nobel Peace Prize.
Archbishop Tutu has long spoken out for human rights for all, and for the release of all political prisoners.
He currently chairs The Elders, a group committed to dealing with the world’s most intractable challenges
and whose members include Nelson Mandela, Jimmy Carter, and Mary Robinson. Matt Meyer is the author
and editor of six books, including Guns and Gandhi in Africa and Let Freedom Ring: A Collection of
Documents from the Movements to Free U.S. Political Prisoners. He is an educator who has served as
national chair for both the War Resisters League and the Peace and Justice Studies Association. He lives in
Brooklyn, New York. Rev. Nozomi Ikuta is the pastor of Denison Avenue United Church of Christ.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Rivas:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Oscar López Rivera: Between
Torture and Resistance. All type of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.



Bruce Butera:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Oscar López
Rivera: Between Torture and Resistance suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer
in this era. The actual book untitled Oscar López Rivera: Between Torture and Resistanceis the main one of
several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Kayla Congdon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Oscar López Rivera: Between Torture and
Resistance reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and creating skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty Oscar López Rivera:
Between Torture and Resistance as good book not just by the cover but also by content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!?
Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

James Waddell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for your
requirements is Oscar López Rivera: Between Torture and Resistance this publication consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book acceptable all of you.
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