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Milcah Martha Moore (1740-1829) lived and flourished in the Philadelphia area
during its peak, when it was the center of commerce, politics, socia life, and
culture in the young republic. A well-educated woman, disowned by her Quaker
Meeting for an unauthorized marriage, Moore knew and corresponded with many
of the leading lights of her day. From her network of acquaintances, she created a
commonplace book, which is published here for the first time.

Moore compiled her commonplace book during the American Revolution,
carefully selecting works of poetry and prose that she and her friends most
enjoyed reading and wanted to remember. Contained are 126 works of prose and
poetry by at least sixteen different authors, mostly women. Catherine Blecki and
Karin Wulf have edited and reproduced the entire collection, adding hel pful
annotations and interpretive essays that set the collection in historical and literary
context.

Moore's Book will be atreasure trove for feminist and early American scholars,
for it includes two of the most avidly sought-after bodies of writing from British
America: sixteen new poems (twenty-four in all) by the Quaker polymath
Susanna Wright and a previously lost portion of the journal kept by Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson during her trip to England. There is also aremarkable
selection of pieces by Hannah Griffitts, the Quaker moralist and wit who
commented on politics, society, and domesticity during the Revolution. Moore
aso included writings by Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, and Samuel
Fothergill.

While scholars have speculated about the extent to which elite women exchanged
ideas through reading and writing during this period, Moore's Book is the richest
surviving body of evidence revealing the nature and substance of women's
intellectual community in British America. The quality of the writing is high and
reflects arange of popular literary genres including religious and meditational
poetry, elegies, verse epistles and extempore verse, hymns, occasional poems,
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letters, and journal writing. Topics range from family and friendsto religion and
mortality, to politics and war—belying the notion that women's concerns were
limited only to a domestic sphere. Taken as awhole, Moore's collection presents
an unparalleled view of the interests and tastes of educated women in early
America.
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Milcah Martha Moore (1740-1829) lived and flourished in the Philadel phia area during its peak, when it was
the center of commerce, politics, social life, and culture in the young republic. A well-educated woman,
disowned by her Quaker Meeting for an unauthorized marriage, Moore knew and corresponded with many of
the leading lights of her day. From her network of acquaintances, she created a commonplace book, which is
published here for the first time.

Moore compiled her commonplace book during the American Revolution, carefully selecting works of
poetry and prose that she and her friends most enjoyed reading and wanted to remember. Contained are 126
works of prose and poetry by at least sixteen different authors, mostly women. Catherine Blecki and Karin
Wulf have edited and reproduced the entire collection, adding helpful annotations and interpretive essays that
set the collection in historical and literary context.

Moore's Book will be atreasure trove for feminist and early American scholars, for it includes two of the
most avidly sought-after bodies of writing from British America: sixteen new poems (twenty-four in al) by
the Quaker polymath Susanna Wright and a previously lost portion of the journal kept by Elizabeth Graeme
Fergusson during her trip to England. There is also a remarkable selection of pieces by Hannah Griffitts, the
Quaker moralist and wit who commented on palitics, society, and domesticity during the Revolution. Moore
also included writings by Benjamin Franklin, Patrick Henry, and Samuel Fothergill.

While scholars have speculated about the extent to which elite women exchanged ideas through reading and
writing during this period, Moore's Book is the richest surviving body of evidence revealing the nature and
substance of women'sintellectual community in British America. The quality of the writing is high and
reflects arange of popular literary genres including religious and meditational poetry, elegies, verse epistles
and extempore verse, hymns, occasional poems, letters, and journal writing. Topics range from family and
friends to religion and mortality, to politics and war—belying the notion that women's concerns were limited
only to a domestic sphere. Taken as awhole, Moore's collection presents an unparalleled view of the
interests and tastes of educated women in early America.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Available in paperback, Milcah Martha Moore' s Book is awelcome addition to the few collections of
eighteenth-century women’ s documents and could be readily integrated into literature and history courses.”

—Betsy Homsher, The Book (American Antiquarian Society)

“Whether examining the merits of single life, the bonds of friendship, the life of the spirit, or the painful
process of revolution, the 126 works in this commonplace book represent a lively conversation among
Moore' s contemporaries. . . . This glimpse into the complex world of Revolutionary-era Quakers castsin a
new light the value of the circulating manuscript as a literary exercise. . . . Fine essays by Blecki and Wulf
explore the biographical, historical, and literary contexts of this exciting addition to the growing body of
recovered women's texts.”

—Choice

“Hereis a Rosetta Stone, a key to deciphering the intellectual and institutional character of women'’ s literary
culture in eighteenth-century America. Moore’' s commonplace book shows that a network of women were
engaged in literary communication in manuscript and that they articulated a distinct women’s interest prior to
the revolution—an entirely novel finding in early American intellectual history.”

—David S. Shields, The Citadel

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Georgia Lopez:

The actual book Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A Commonplace Book from Revolutionary Americawill
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describetheideais
very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A Commonplace Book from Revolutionary Americais much recommended
to you you just read. Y ou can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.



Sarah Farmer:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A
Commonplace Book from Revolutionary America publication written by well-known writer whose to say
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still doubt Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A Commonplace Book from Revolutionary
America as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't assess book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on
your reading sixth sense aready told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Linda Matthews:

Y ou can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A
Commonplace Book from Revolutionary Americais simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart
phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Paul M oore:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A
Commonplace Book from Revolutionary Americato make your own reading isinteresting. Y our own
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It isto beinitial opinion for
you to like to open abook and go through it. Beside that the book Milcah Martha Moore's Book: A
Commonplace Book from Revolutionary America can to be anewly purchased friend when you're really feel
alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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