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Many disciplines create books of readings by the dozens; it isarare event when a
reader helpsto create a discipline. On its publication in 1952, Main Currents of
Western Thought did just that. “As of the moment, intellectual history is both
popular and suspect,” Franklin Le Van Baumer wrote in his introduction, adding
that it “currently enjoys something like a vogue on both sides of the Atlantic.”
This same introduction, entitled “Methodology and Interpretation,” went far
toward transforming a vogue into a respectable field of study by defining its
goals and its methods, its problems and its pitfalls.

In the quarter of a century since itsfirst appearance, Main Currents has
remained unguestionably the leading reader in itsfield. The illuminating short
essays that introduce sections and subsections are well known, but the continuing
usefulness of any reader depends upon the quality of its selections. Baumer has
sought out passages that best represent and illuminate the ideas and
preoccupations of each age. He has found them in the works of the great,
including Augustine, Aquinas, Dante, Luther, Newton, Voltaire, Darwin,
Whitehead, and Freud. But he has a so discovered telling statements in writings
less widely known: Ramén Lull on chivalry (13th century), Henry Peacham on
“the complete gentleman” and Leonard Busher on religious liberty (both 17th
century), Louis-René de la Chalotais on education (18th century), Samuel Smiles
on “self-help” (19th century) and Virgil Gheorgiu on mechanization (20th
century).

Each of the previous editions of Main Currents has contained considerable new
material. For this edition, the fourth, Baumer has rewritten the introductory essay
to the section on “the age of anxiety” and the bibliographical note, and he has
added thirteen new excerpts. Their authors range from Luther and Pascal to
Bultmann, Bonhoeffer, and Heisenberg, enriching the earlier sections of the book
and introducing three major figures of the 20th century.
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Many disciplines create books of readings by the dozens; it is arare event when areader helpsto create a
discipline. On its publication in 1952, Main Currents of Western Thought did just that. “As of the moment,
intellectual history is both popular and suspect,” Franklin Le Van Baumer wrote in his introduction, adding
that it “currently enjoys something like avogue on both sides of the Atlantic.” This same introduction,
entitled “Methodology and Interpretation,” went far toward transforming a vogue into a respectable field of
study by defining its goals and its methods, its problems and its pitfalls.

In the quarter of acentury since itsfirst appearance, Main Currents has remained unquestionably the leading
reader initsfield. The illuminating short essays that introduce sections and subsections are well known, but
the continuing usefulness of any reader depends upon the quality of its selections. Baumer has sought out
passages that best represent and illuminate the ideas and preoccupations of each age. He has found them in
the works of the great, including Augustine, Aquinas, Dante, Luther, Newton, Voltaire, Darwin, Whitehead,
and Freud. But he has also discovered telling statements in writings less widely known: Ramén Lull on
chivalry (13th century), Henry Peacham on “the compl ete gentleman” and Leonard Busher on religious
liberty (both 17th century), Louis-René de la Chalotais on education (18th century), Samuel Smiles on “ self-
help” (19th century) and Virgil Gheorgiu on mechanization (20th century).

Each of the previous editions of Main Currents has contained considerable new material. For this edition, the
fourth, Baumer has rewritten the introductory essay to the section on “the age of anxiety” and the
bibliographical note, and he has added thirteen new excerpts. Their authors range from Luther and Pascal to
Bultmann, Bonhoeffer, and Heisenberg, enriching the earlier sections of the book and introducing three
major figures of the 20th century.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

In the quarter of acentury since itsfirst appearance, this book has remained unquestionably the leading
reader initsfield. The illuminating short essays that introduce sections and subsections are well known, but
the continuing usefulness of any reader depends upon the quality of the selections.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Adrian Woodson:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western
Europe Intellectua History from the Middle Ages to the Present, Fourth Edition. Y ou can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how isimportant a new book Main Currents
of Western Thought: Readingsin Western Europe Intellectua History from the Middle Ages to the Present,
Fourth Edition. Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open abook as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you
feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

JakeHarris:

The experience that you get from Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western Europe
Intellectual History from the Middle Ages to the Present, Fourth Edition may be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide into the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western Europe Intellectual
History from the Middle Ages to the Present, Fourth Edition giving you excitement feeling of reading. The
author conveystheir point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having that Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western Europe
Intellectual History from the Middle Ages to the Present, Fourth Edition instantly.

Shirley Cochran:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get alot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in thisworld may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or



how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try
to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of
them isthis Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western Europe Intellectual History from the
Middle Agesto the Present, Fourth Edition.

Arthur Ramires:

Y ou can obtain this Main Currents of Western Thought: Readings in Western Europe Intellectual History
from the Middle Ages to the Present, Fourth Edition by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book
are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let'stry to choose right ways for you.
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