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Is it ever all right to lie? A philosopher looks at lying and deception in public and
private life—in government, medicine, law, academia, journalism, in the family
and between friends.

Lying is a penetrating and thoughtful examination of one of the most pervasive
yet little discussed aspects of our public and private lives. Beginning with the
moral questions raised about lying since antiquity, Sissela Bok takes up the
justifications offered for all kinds of lies—white lies, lies to the sick and dying,
lies of parents to children, lies to enemies, lies to protect clients and peers. The
consequences of such lies are then explored through a number of concrete
situations in which people are involved, either as liars or as the victims of a lie.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
A thoughtful addition to the growing debate over public and private morality. Looks at lying and deception
in law, family, medicine, government.

About the Author
Sissela Bok is a senior visiting fellow at the Harvard Center for Population and Development Studies.
Previously, she was a professor of philosophy at Brandeis Univeristy. She is the author of Lying: Moral
Choice in Private and Public Life; Secrets: On the Ethics of Concealment and Revelation; A Strategy for
Peace: Human Values and the Threat of War; Alva Myrdal: A Daughter’s Memoir; Mayhem: Violence as
Public Entertainment; Common Values; and Exploring Happiness: From Aristotle to Brain Science. A
former member of the Pulitzer Prize Board, Bok is a fellow of the American Academy of Political and Social
Science.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Perkins:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the book entitled Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life. Try to
stumble through book Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than before. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know anything by the
book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Phyllis Sharrow:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't want
do that. You must know how great and important the book Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life.
All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Rosemary Lilly:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will
get wide range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are
there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try



this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life.

Karen Lambert:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private
Life e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill
only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Lying: Moral Choice in Public and Private Life
as good book not only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book
by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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