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Player pianos, radio-electric circuits, gramophone records, and optical sound
film—these were the cutting-edge acoustic technologies of the early twentieth
century, and for many musicians and artists of the time, these devices were also
the implements of a musical revolution. Instruments for New Music traces a
diffuse network of cultural agents who shared the belief that a truly modern
music could be attained only through a radical challenge to the technological
foundations of the art. Centered in Germany during the 1920s and 1930s, the
movement to create new instruments encompassed a broad spectrum of
experiments, from the exploration of microtonal tunings and exotic tone colors to
the ability to compose directly for automatic musical machines. This movement
comprised composers, inventors, and visual artists, including Paul Hindemith,
Ernst Toch, Jörg Mager, Friedrich Trautwein, László Moholy-Nagy, Walter
Ruttmann, and Oskar Fischinger. Patteson’s fascinating study combines an
artifact-oriented history of new music in the early twentieth century with an
astute revisiting of still-relevant debates about the relationship between
technology and the arts.
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Player pianos, radio-electric circuits, gramophone records, and optical sound film—these were the cutting-
edge acoustic technologies of the early twentieth century, and for many musicians and artists of the time,
these devices were also the implements of a musical revolution. Instruments for New Music traces a diffuse
network of cultural agents who shared the belief that a truly modern music could be attained only through a
radical challenge to the technological foundations of the art. Centered in Germany during the 1920s and
1930s, the movement to create new instruments encompassed a broad spectrum of experiments, from the
exploration of microtonal tunings and exotic tone colors to the ability to compose directly for automatic
musical machines. This movement comprised composers, inventors, and visual artists, including Paul
Hindemith, Ernst Toch, Jörg Mager, Friedrich Trautwein, László Moholy-Nagy, Walter Ruttmann, and
Oskar Fischinger. Patteson’s fascinating study combines an artifact-oriented history of new music in the
early twentieth century with an astute revisiting of still-relevant debates about the relationship between
technology and the arts.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
"The smartest book on the German roots of what happened once electricity joined sound to make music and
media. Amid profound historical events technological possibilities were hacked, recordings stopped
repeating themselves to perform something new, and the innovative art forms with us today were born."--
Douglas Kahn, author of Earth Sound Earth Signal: Energies and Earth Magnitude in the Arts
 
"Instruments for New Music is a fascinating story of the technological music instrumentarium that not only
gives composers and improvisers new sounds and new ways to play but also engages all of us in new social
and philosophical insights."--Pauline Oliveros, Composer and Professor of Practice, Department of the Arts,
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
 
"Every so often a book comes along with something new to say about a familiar topic. Through meticulous
new research on electronic music in Germany during the Weimar Republic, Thomas Patteson recovers the
forgotten history of early twentieth century music. He provides the most detailed account we have of how
electronic music became tainted by the Nazis and how Stockhausen rewrote its history in his Cologne studio.
Incredible instruments were developed during this early period--not least the trautonium used by Hitchcock
to make the scary sounds of The Birds! This book shows how today's sounds were born long before the age
of electronics."--Trevor Pinch, author of Analog Days: The History and Impact of the Moog Synthesizer

About the Author

Thomas Patteson is Professor of Music History at the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. He is also
Associate Curator for Bowerbird, a performing organization that presents contemporary music, film, and
dance.

 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Instruments for New Music: Sound, Technology, and Modernism, it is possible to tells
your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.



Raymond Childers:

This Instruments for New Music: Sound, Technology, and Modernism is fresh way for you who has curiosity
to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Instruments for New
Music: Sound, Technology, and Modernism can be the light food for you because the information inside this
kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book
style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Edwin Dulac:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Instruments for New Music: Sound, Technology, and
Modernism. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

James Smith:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Instruments for New Music: Sound,
Technology, and Modernism or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Instruments for New Music: Sound, Technology, and
Modernism to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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