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Hilary hates Jews. As part of aneo-Nazi gang in her town, she'sfinally found a
sense of belonging. But when she's critically injured in an accident, everything
changes.

Somehow, in her mind, she has become Chana, a Jewish girl fighting for her own
life in the ghettos and concentration camps of World War I1.

Han Nolan offers powerful insight into one young woman's survival through the
Holocaust and another's journey out of hatred and self-loathing.

Reader's guide and an interview with the author included.
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when she's critically injured in an accident, everything changes.

Somehow, in her mind, she has become Chana, a Jewish girl fighting for her own life in the ghettos and
concentration camps of World War 1.

Han Nolan offers powerful insight into one young woman's survival through the Holocaust and another's
journey out of hatred and self-loathing.

Reader's guide and an interview with the author included.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Few novels can match this effort for its stupefying lack of taste. Teenager Hilary, who has never recovered
from the long-ago death of her father and from her Bible-thumping mother's temporary abandonment of her,
liesin acoma, the victim of her own adventures with her neo-Nazi pals. Suddenly she "dlips" into another
life--that of a Jewish girl in Poland at the beginning of the Nazi occupation. It turns out that she is sharing the
memories of her hospital roommate, whose telepathic communications eventually bring about Hilary's
salvation. Gratuitously lurid subplots involve teenage American neo-Nazi depredations and the torture of
Hilary's young Jewish neighbor; the Holocaust flashbacks feature a psychic grandmother. Passages about
Nazi ghettos and concentration camps seem cobbled together from survivors memoirs (noticeably, Kitty
Hart's several autobiographies and Fania Fenelon's Playing for Time ), while the overall conceit owes a
major debt to Jane Y olen's The Devil's Arithmetic. Any hope that the author will redeem this misbegotten
first novel is quickly quashed by her unrelievedly airless prose. Ages 12-up.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 7-12-Hilary Burke, ayoung Neo-Nazi, isin a coma after a motorcycle accident. Ironically, she has
been taken to a Jewish hospital and shares aroom with elderly Chana, an Auschwitz survivor. Instrumental
in the kidnapping of her 13-year-old Jewish neighbor, Hilary hates all Jews and believes one caused her
father's death. Through Chana's memories, the girl is transported back to World War |1, experiencing for
herself the horrors suffered by Polish Jews just trying to survive, first in the Lodz ghetto, then in the
concentration camp. While the subject matter is certainly compelling, thisfirst novel is not as powerful as
Jane Yolen's The Devil's Arithmetic (Viking, 1988) or as chilling as Jay Bennett's Skinhead (Watts, 1991).
Nolan does a better job of portraying Chanathan Hilary or her Bible-quoting mother, but Mrs. Burke's
dysfunctional personality and Hilary's problems with her are clear. Interspersed are Biblical passagesthat are
sometimes appropriate to the text, but often unnecessary and distracting. The ending is predictable and
soppy: Chana dies leaving an album full of family photos to Hilary. Stick to the numerous, excellent-quality,
existing examples of Holocaust literature.

Jo-Anne Weinberg, Greenburgh Public Library, NY

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 7-10. High-school student Hilary Burke, whose rebellion against her fundamentalist Christian mother
takes the form of hanging out with local neo-Nazis, lies unconscious in an intensive-care ward after a
motorcycle accident. The other patient in the unit is an aged Holocaust survivor, Chana Bergman. Before
returning to consciousness, Hilary slipsinto Chana's memory and travels back in time to the Lodz ghetto and
Auschwitz. Chana's chapters dominate the text until the elderly woman dies and Hilary returnsto life, no
longer anti-Semitic. Thisfirst novel has great strengths and weaknesses. The time travel is contrived, the
characterization of Hilary's mother is shallow and unbelievable, a hospital fire set by neo-Nazisisan
unnecessary plot element, and the preachy message about the "new" Hilary changing the world is tabloid
psychodrama. Chana's story, however, is brilliantly rendered. Without sensationalizing or blurring, Nolan
evokes the physical and emotional crowding of shared living space, the desperate struggle for food each day,
and the compromises required for survival. Despite the contrived machinery through which it's introduced,
Chana's story carries memorable emotional impact. Mary Harris Veeder


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L orenzo L ogan:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept If | Should Die
Before | Wake suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled If | Should Die Before | Wakeis the main of several books this everyone read now. This particular
book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so al of people
can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Maria Casillas;

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friendsis thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love If | Should Die Before | Wake, you can enjoy both.
It is excellent combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its
mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

CharlesHowsell:

With this erawhich is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to have alook at some books. One of many booksin the top
record in your reading list is definitely If | Should Die Before | Wake. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review
this book you can get many advantages.

Jeffrey David:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book If | Should Die Before | Wake to make your own reading is
interesting. Y our skill of reading expertise is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book
to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about book and examining especialy. It isto beinitially
opinion for you to like to wide open a book and read it. Beside that the e-book If | Should Die Before | Wake
can to be anewly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of these time.
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