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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A natural follow-up to Freedman's biography of FDR, this impeccably researched, highly readable study of
one of this country's greatest First Ladies is nonfiction at its best. As a role model for girls and an inspiration
to both genders, Eleanor Roosevelt remains unsurpassed. Freedman relates how she transcended both an
unhappy childhood (her parents separated when she was six; her mother died when Eleanor was eight, and
her father, an alcoholic, died two years later) and a timid nature to become one of the most outspoken,
vigorous, highly regarded women in history. The vast range of her interests and activities--journalism,
politics and social activism--becomes even more remarkable as the author deftly considers Eleanor
Roosevelt's times and her social milieu. Approximately 140 well-chosen black-and-white photos amplify the
text. Freedman writes both authoritatively and compellingly, and the Eleanor that emerges is a complex,
flesh-and-blood individual, not a dull heroine of textbook history. He also deals plainly with some of the
more sordid aspects of the Roosevelts' married life (namely FDR's infidelity), but he never sensationalizes,
and his honesty and candor signal his respect for his subject and for his readers. This biography cannot be
recommended highly enough. Ages 9-up.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Grade 6-12-Fans of Eleanor Roosevelt will enjoy this detailed anecdotal record of her life, while those
unfamiliar with her life will count themselves among her admirers by the end of their listening. Barbara
Caruso ably narrates Eleanor's transformation from shy and gawky young girl to internationally known world
traveler and major political force. Convinced that what she wanted from life could only be attained by "the
opportunity for doing something useful," Eleanor seized every chance afforded her by her position as wife of
the president to work for peace and prosperity both at home and overseas. Caruso's matter-of-fact tone
matches Mrs. Roosevelt's personality. Her reading is crisp and no-nonsense-a good choice for conveying
Roosevelt's pragmatic and self-effacing character. Listeners will want to take a look at Russell Freedman's
book (Clarion, 1993) for the many splendid black-and-white photographs it contains. Highly recommended
for both school and public library collections.ACindy Lombardo, Ashland Public Library, OH
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
A timid child from a dysfunctional family, Eleanor Roosevelt became a courageous woman whose career
was propelled by a series of devastating events: FDR's polio, his relationship with Lucy Mercer, his election
to offices that doomed his wife to supportive roles, his death; each time, with energy, determination, and an
eye for the essential, Eleanor found new outlets and broke new ground with her accomplishments. Giving up
her Democratic Party office when FDR was elected governor, she became his eyes and ears--a role she
expanded as First Lady, touring the country and the world to observe and ask questions, winning over critics,
reporting, advising, and acting as bellwether for forward-looking ideas on social policy and women's rights.
After FDR's death, she chaired the UN commission that drafted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
And always, she wrote--articles, books, a daily column; presided over a large family with its share of
troubles; and kept in touch with an ever-growing circle of close friends. In this generously full history
(longer than his Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 1990, and with more numerous, equally fine b&w photos),
Freedman focuses, properly, on the public life more than the personal one, as Mrs. Roosevelt herself did.
Even so, synthesizing a wealth of resources (ably surveyed in a descriptive bibliography), he brings her
wonderfully to life as a rare blend of honesty, intelligence, deep concern for humanity, and ability to inspire



loyalty and convey her ideas. Freedman at his best: a splendid achievement. Index. (Biography. 10+) --
Copyright ©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular person? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this specific Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of
Discovery (Clarion Nonfiction) to read.

Elizabeth Ashton:

The guide with title Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery (Clarion Nonfiction) contains a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at this point. That
is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Lynn Kelley:

The book untitled Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery (Clarion Nonfiction) contain a lot of information
on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery (Clarion
Nonfiction) as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery (Clarion Nonfiction) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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