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Liberal internationalism has been the West's foreign policy agenda since the Cold
War, and the West has long occupied the top rung of a hierarchical system. In
this book, Hilton Root argues that international relations, like other complex
ecosystems, exists in a constantly shifting landscape, in which hierarchical
structures are giving way to systems of networked interdependence, changing
every facet of global interaction. Accordingly, policymakers will need a new way
to understand the process of change. Root suggests that the science of complex
systems offers an analytical framework to explain the unforeseen development
failures, governance trends, and alliance shifts in today's global political
economy.

Root examines both the networked systems that make up modern states and the
larger, interdependent landscapes they share. Using systems analysis -- in which
institutional change and economic development are understood as self-organizing
complexities -- he offers an alternative view of institutional resilience and
persistence. From this perspective, Root considers the divergence of East and
West; the emergence of the European state, its contrast with the rise of China,
and the network properties of their respective innovation systems; the trajectory
of democracy in developing regions; and the systemic impact of China on the
liberal world order. Complexity science, Root argues, will not explain historical
change processes with algorithmic precision, but it may offer explanations that
match the messy richness of those processes.
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Liberal internationalism has been the West's foreign policy agenda since the Cold War, and the West has
long occupied the top rung of a hierarchical system. In this book, Hilton Root argues that international
relations, like other complex ecosystems, exists in a constantly shifting landscape, in which hierarchical
structures are giving way to systems of networked interdependence, changing every facet of global
interaction. Accordingly, policymakers will need a new way to understand the process of change. Root
suggests that the science of complex systems offers an analytical framework to explain the unforeseen
development failures, governance trends, and alliance shifts in today's global political economy.

Root examines both the networked systems that make up modern states and the larger, interdependent
landscapes they share. Using systems analysis -- in which institutional change and economic development
are understood as self-organizing complexities -- he offers an alternative view of institutional resilience and
persistence. From this perspective, Root considers the divergence of East and West; the emergence of the
European state, its contrast with the rise of China, and the network properties of their respective innovation
systems; the trajectory of democracy in developing regions; and the systemic impact of China on the liberal
world order. Complexity science, Root argues, will not explain historical change processes with algorithmic
precision, but it may offer explanations that match the messy richness of those processes.
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Editorial Review

Review

Hilton Root examines international relations from the perspective of complexity theory, the science of the
twenty-first century. His analysis will compel a complete re-thinking of the current dominant narrative on
globalization, with its assumption of convergence to Western liberal values. A very original, well-written,
and highly thought-provoking book.

(Paul Ormerod, Partner, Volterra Partners)

A creative and sophisticated treatment of the dynamics of global change. By fleshing out the notion of a
'networked global society,' Root at once makes an important theoretical contribution and advances our
understanding of the interdependent--yet decentralized--world that lies ahead.

(Charles A. Kupchan, Georgetown University and Council on Foreign Relations, Author of No One's World)

As China gets richer, why is it not becoming more like the West? Because, says Hilton Root in this
outstanding new book, development does not work the way that most social scientists think. Borrowing the
tools that natural scientists use to explain evolution and complex systems, Dynamics among Nations reveals
the hidden logic behind global economics, governance, and security. Everyone who wants to understand how
our world is changing should read this compelling book.

(Ian Morris, author of Why the West Rules--For Now)

About the Author

Hilton L. Root, an expert on international political economy and development, is Professor at the George
Mason University School of Public Policy. He is the author of Alliance Curse: How the U.S. Lost the Third
World, Capital and Collusion: Political Logic of Global Economic Development, and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Connie Medina:

The book Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in Modern States (MIT
Press) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase.
Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your
subject. If you can make examining a book Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and
Development in Modern States (MIT Press) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you
like open up and read a publication Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and
Development in Modern States (MIT Press). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or



encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?

Roger Patrick:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject
Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in Modern States (MIT Press)
suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Dynamics
among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in Modern States (MIT Press)is the main
one of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author
explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world in this particular book.

Herlinda Jerkins:

Exactly why? Because this Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in
Modern States (MIT Press) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Paul Horn:

Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in Modern States (MIT Press) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight
arrangement in writing Dynamics among Nations: The Evolution of Legitimacy and Development in Modern
States (MIT Press) but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial considering.
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