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Two cour ageous spirits, mother and daughter, challenged by a new reality
after alife-changing accident.

The call came at 6 A.M. Karen Brennan's twenty-five-year-old daughter, Rachel,
had been in amotorcycle accident. She wasin acoma. Her CAT scan, the
neurosurgeon said, was very, very ugly. Instantly, Karen Brennan'slife of
comfortable dailiness becomes " passionate necessary-ness." Cautioned that her
daughter will not be the "same person," Brennan waits and hopes through weeks
of intensive care, months of coma, and Rachel's determined effortsto walk again.
The joy of Rachel'sfirst wordsis followed by the discovery that she has a severe
short-term memory deficit. Rachel cannot remember or fashion asimple
narrative. A professor with a special interest in memory, Brennan takes up the
challenge of helping Rachel rebuild herself. Jump-starting her daughter's memory
by constantly retelling Rachel's own story, Brennan a so fosters the creativity and
humor that have always characterized her daughter. Their collaborative effort,
bound by love, is adynamic memoir of recovery and reinvention. Brennan says,
"Why am | writing this story? | ask myself. | am writing to discover the situation
in which my daughter and | find ourselves. | am writing as away of grieving,
because writing is the only way | know how to work out my loss. And | think if |
can construct the story of Rachel's recovery, it might deliver me once and for al
to hopefulness.” "Being with Rachel is for readers who want to be reminded of
why books matter. Karen Brennan's memoir advocates, illustrates, demonstrates
the superhuman power of family, its ability to triumph in the face of worst-case
scenarios, institutional aloofness, bad luck, and the evil influence of conventional
wisdom. The family that emerges here is one built on agreat deal of passionate,
difficult love. Thisisatough and inspiring and heartbreaking book." ?Antonya
Nelson " Spare, understated, emotionally honest and yet unsentimental, this
beautifully crafted memoir succeeds on two levels. both as an extraordinarily
moving persona document and as avital investigation into the nature of memory
and narrative."?Andrea Barrett
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Two cour ageous spirits, mother and daughter, challenged by a new reality after alife-changing
accident.

Thecall came at 6 A.M. Karen Brennan's twenty-five-year-old daughter, Rachel, had been in amotorcycle
accident. Shewasin acoma. Her CAT scan, the neurosurgeon said, was very, very ugly. Instantly, Karen
Brennan'slife of comfortable dailiness becomes "passionate necessary-ness." Cautioned that her daughter
will not be the "same person,” Brennan waits and hopes through weeks of intensive care, months of coma,
and Rachel's determined efforts to walk again. The joy of Rachel's first words is followed by the discovery
that she has a severe short-term memory deficit. Rachel cannot remember or fashion asimple narrative. A
professor with a special interest in memory, Brennan takes up the challenge of helping Rachel rebuild
herself. Jump-starting her daughter's memory by constantly retelling Rachel's own story, Brennan also
fosters the creativity and humor that have always characterized her daughter. Their collaborative effort,
bound by love, is adynamic memoir of recovery and reinvention. Brennan says, "Why am | writing this
story? | ask myself. | am writing to discover the situation in which my daughter and | find ourselves. | am
writing as away of grieving, because writing is the only way | know how to work out my loss. And | think if
I can construct the story of Rachel's recovery, it might deliver me once and for all to hopefulness.” "Being
with Rachel is for readers who want to be reminded of why books matter. Karen Brennan's memoir
advocates, illustrates, demonstrates the superhuman power of family, its ability to triumph in the face of
worst-case scenarios, institutional aloofness, bad luck, and the evil influence of conventional wisdom. The
family that emerges here is one built on agreat deal of passionate, difficult love. Thisis atough and
inspiring and heartbreaking book." ?Antonya Nelson " Spare, understated, emotionally honest and yet
unsentimental, this beautifully crafted memoir succeeds on two levels. both as an extraordinarily moving
personal document and as avital investigation into the nature of memory and narrative." ?2Andrea Barrett
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From reader reviews:
Bradley Loy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y es, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called Being with Rachel:
A Personal Story of Memory and Survival? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. Y ou aready know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ginger Beals:

The book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival? Some of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim which book can give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share al of these. Book Being with Rachel: A Persona Story of Memory and Survival has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open
up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Heidi Odom:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for people. The book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and
Survival was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The book Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival is not
only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend
your own personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Being
with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival. You never really feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Harold Thompson:

Here thing why this kind of Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival are different and
reputable to be yours. First of al studying abook is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb



ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and
Survival giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out there but
thereis no guide that similar with Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which
is probably can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Being with Rachel: A Personal Story of Memory and Survival in e-book can be your
choice.
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