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This quintessential David-and-Goliath sagatells the story of awholly unexpected
triumph of the poor against the rich and of a crusading city attorney who fought
on behalf of an impoverished peasant.

Amalia Bagnacavalli, an illiterate young peasant from the mountains near
Bologna, isforced by poverty to take in a child from the city’ s foundling home to
wet-nurse. When Amalia contracts syphilis from the sickly and malformed baby
given to her, the city fathers callously dismiss her pleas for treatment and
restitution.

Bewildered and frightened, she seeks out Augusto Barbieri, an ambitious
attorney looking to make a name for himself. He takes up Amalia s cause,
fighting the case for years through the Italian courts before winning an
unprecedented and stunning victory for his by now broken client. The
unforgettable story of alandmark struggle for basic human rights, Amalia s Tale
is the moving drama of arural woman whose life was ruined and the man from
the city who would not stop -- or so it seemed -- until he had seen justice done.
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This quintessential David-and-Goliath sagatells the story of awholly unexpected triumph of the poor against
the rich and of a crusading city attorney who fought on behalf of an impoverished peasant.
AmaliaBagnacavalli, an illiterate young peasant from the mountains near Bologna, is forced by poverty to
take in a child from the city’ s foundling home to wet-nurse. When Amalia contracts syphilis from the sickly
and malformed baby given to her, the city fathers callously dismiss her pleas for treatment and restitution.
Bewildered and frightened, she seeks out Augusto Barbieri, an ambitious attorney looking to make a name
for himself. He takes up Amalia’s cause, fighting the case for years through the Italian courts before winning
an unprecedented and stunning victory for his by now broken client. The unforgettable story of alandmark
struggle for basic human rights, Amalia’ s Tale is the moving drama of arural woman whose life was ruined
and the man from the city who would not stop -- or so it seemed -- until he had seen justice done.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. In this absorbing account, Amalia Bagnacavalli'stale is a horrific one. An impoverished
Italian peasant in the late 19th century, Amaliawas hired as awet nurse and contracted syphilis from the
infant assigned her by a Bologna foundling home. She in turn spread the disease to her husband and their
baby daughter and sons. Her plight was common, Kertzer notes, in a Europe plagued for centuries by
poverty, prostitution, venereal disease and legal-religious mores that forced unwed mothersto give up their
newborns to institutions where they would be nursed by strangers. But Amalia took the very modern step of
suing the foundling home and its aristocratic board, helped by ayoung lawyer eager to impose a scientific,
bureaucratically controlled regimen on an antiquated welfare system. Amalia's court victory over the Italian
medical establishment was no feel-good triumph of justice: her lawyer screwed her out of every penny of the
huge settlement she won, and the system of bottle-feeding prompted by her suit killed most of the foundlings
subjected to it. Like Kertzer's much-praised The Kidnapping of Edgardo Mortara, Amalias story isarich
social history, in which new values clash with old in an Italy wracked by the fitful march of progress. (Mar.
6)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

"A compelling story masterfully told." --Peter D. Kramer, author of Freud: Inventor of the Modern Mind and
Listening to Prozac

"David Kertzer tells[a] riveting story . . . A fascinating episode.” --Natalie Zemon Davis, author of The
Return of Martin Guerre
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Adrienne McGinnis:

This Amalia's Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and a Fight for Justice book isjust not ordinary
book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a
lot of information you will get. That Amalia's Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and aFight for
Justice without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Amalias Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and a Fight for Justice can bring
when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves come to be full because you can have it with



your lovely laptop even phone. This Amalids Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and a Fight for
Justice having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Barbara Taylor:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get alife style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Amalia's Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney,
and aFight for Justice iskind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donald Farrell:

Exactly why? Because this Amalials Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and a Fight for Justice is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you
with the secret the ideainside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book
in such amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey
the meaning completely. So , it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So, still want to postpone having that book? If |
ended up you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Nicolas Olsen:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can
choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching fromiit. It is referred
to as of book Amalia's Tale: A Poor Peasant, an Ambitious Attorney, and a Fight for Justice. Y ou can
include your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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