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This innovative study of two of the most important artists of the twentieth
century links the art practices of Allan Kaprow and Robert Smithson in their
attempts to test the limits of art--both what it is and where it is. Ursprung
provides a sophisticated yet accessible analysis, placing the two artists firmly in
the art world of the 1960s as well as in the art historical discourse of the
following decades. Although their practices were quite different, they both
extended the studio and gallery into desert landscapes, abandoned warehouses,
industrial sites, train stations, and other spaces. Ursprung bolsters his argument
with substantial archival research and sociological and economic models of
expansion and limits.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Dr. Ursprung’s exquisite research yields valuable knowledge concerning two of art history’s most
underserved artists, Allan Kaprow and Robert Smithson, to propose that the assumed contiguity of traditional
art history has marginalized both Kaprow’s Happenings and Smithson’s oeuvre. Moreover, the author
reveals the importance of photography and writing in both of the artist’s works, and how their expansion of
the artwork as textual and discursive has been thus far ignored by traditional art historian definitions."
Mark Cameron Boyd, Professor of Art Theory, Corcoran College of Art + Design

"Although few post-1945 American artists more nimbly pushed the limits of art than Allan Kaprow and
Robert Smithson, their multivalent practices in which writing figured prominently seldom have been
considered in relation to each other. In this scrupulously researched, methodologically heterodox, and highly
readable book, Philip Ursprung snaps off the handcuffs “happenings” and “earthworks” and allows his
subjects to walk free so as to juxtapose their achievements and present the most nuanced and illuminating
account of them we have to date. The result is a landmark study of the reconfiguration of the environment of
art and a fearless contribution to understanding the present, not least of all the role of institutions and
historians in monopolizing cultural meanings."
Edward Dimendberg, author of Diller Scofidio + Renfro: Architecture after Images

 

About the Author

Philip Ursprung is Swiss National Science Foundation Professor for Art History at the Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology in Zurich, Visiting Curator at the Canadian Centre for Architecture, and an elected
member of the Swiss Federal Commission for the Arts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Richard Poston:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and
the Limits to Art is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.



Gerald Kelly:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art can be your answer because it can be
read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Patricia Rivera:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can have the
e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the
Limits to Art which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Mary Barnett:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from
it. It is known as of book Allan Kaprow, Robert Smithson, and the Limits to Art. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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