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Charles J. Sykes offers fifty life lessons not included in the self-esteem-laden,
reality-light curriculum of most schools. Here are truths about what kids will
encounter in the world post-schooling, and ideas for how parents can reclaim lost
ground---not with pep talks and touchy-feely negotiations, but with honesty and
respect. Sykes's rules are frank, funny, and tough minded, including:

#1 Life is not fair. Get used to it.
#7 If you think your teacher is tough, wait until you get a boss. He doesn't have
tenure, so he tends to be a bit edgier. When you screw up, he's not going to ask
you how you FEEL about it.
#15 Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a
different word for burger flipping. They called it "opportunity."
#42 Change the oil.
#43 Don't let the success of others depress you.
#48 Tell yourself the story of your life. Have a point.

Each rule is explored with wise, pithy examples that parents, grandparents, and
teachers can use to help children help themselves succeed---in school and out of
it.

A few rules kids won't learn in school:
#9 Your school may have done away with winners and losers. Life hasn't.
#14 Looking like a slut does not empower you.
#29 Learn to deal with hypocrisy.
#32 Television is not real life.
#38 Look people in the eye when you meet them.
#47 You are not perfect, and you don't have to be.
#50 Enjoy this while you can.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Expanded from an original list of 14 first broadcast on his Milwaukee, Wis., radio talk show, the latest book
from Sykes (Dumbing Down our Kids) equips parents to help tween- or teenage children find success in life
beyond school. Taking on the education system's "modern bubble-wrap mentality" of "no losing, no
disappointments, no harsh reality checks," Sykes takes a hard-line but humorous approach to instilling the
discipline, morals and good sense that keep kids from becoming "sulky, self-centered, spoiled brats."
Consider Rule 19: "It's not your parent's fault. If you screw up, you are responsible"; or Rule 14: "Looking
like a slut does not empower you." Rules are largely rooted in common sense ("Change the oil"), traditional
values ("Don't forget to say thank you") and the wisdom that only time can bring ("Be nice to nerds. You
may end up working for them. We all could"), and get fleshed out in punchy, chuckle-worthy commentary.
Though he can be harsh ("You are not a victim. So stop whining"), Sykes helpfully points out that "Grown-
ups forget how scary it is to be your age," and also that "You are not perfect, and you don't have to be"
(illustrated in an amusing story about Mother Teresa misapplying a bandage); parents will appreciate Syke's
no-nonsense style, but teenage readers may find him condescending (see Rule 21: "You're offended? So
what? No, really. So what?").
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Sykes takes a hard-line but humorous approach to instilling the discipline, morals and good sense that keep
kids from becoming 'sulky, self-centered, spoiled brats.'” ?Publishers Weekly

From the Inside Flap

"Education consists mainly in what we have unlearned."---Mark Twain

Charles J. Sykes offers fifty life lessons not included in the self-esteem-laden, reality-light curriculum of
most schools. Here are truths about what kids will encounter in the world post-schooling, and ideas for how
parents can reclaim lost ground---not with pep talks and touchy-feely negotiations, but with honesty and
respect. Sykes's rules are frank, funny, and tough minded, including:

#1 Life is not fair. Get used to it.
#7 If you think your teacher is tough, wait until you get a boss. He doesn't have tenure, so he tends to be a bit
edgier. When you screw up, he's not going to ask you how you FEEL about it.
#15 Flipping burgers is not beneath your dignity. Your grandparents had a different word for burger flipping.
They called it "opportunity."
#42 Change the oil.
#43 Don't let the success of others depress you.
#48 Tell yourself the story of your life. Have a point.

Each rule is explored with wise, pithy examples that parents, grandparents, and teachers can use to help
children help themselves succeed---in school and out of it.

A few rules kids won't learn in school:
#9 Your school may have done away with winners and losers. Life hasn't.
#14 Looking like a slut does not empower you.



#29 Learn to deal with hypocrisy.
#32 Television is not real life.
#38 Look people in the eye when you meet them.
#47 You are not perfect, and you don't have to be.
#50 Enjoy this while you can.
author photo?: Yes?forwarded to Lorna Lloyd
Author Photo credit: No

Charles J. Sykes is the author of five previous books: A Nation of Victims, Dumbing Down Our Kids,
Profscam, The End of Privacy, and The Hollow Men. His columns have appeared in numerous newspapers,
including The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. A radio and television host at WTMJ in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and a senior fellow at the Wisconsin Policy Research Institute, he is married and has
three children.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

The book 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the best thing like a book
50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education? Some of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are
able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-
World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Vincent Erickson:

This book untitled 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education to
be one of several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a
lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as you can
read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Chris Walker:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World
Antidotes to Feel-Good Education giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts



but also giving you useful facts for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Christopher Suttle:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. Within
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the 50 Rules Kids Won't Learn in School: Real-World Antidotes to Feel-Good Education when you desired
it?
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