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At the height of her career, actress Charlotte Cushman (1816-76) was one of the
most famous women in the English-speaking world. Cushman challenged
Victorian notions of gender in her stage portrayals of male characters and of
strong, androgynous female characters. Offstage, she was a powerful

busi nesswoman who supported her family, women lovers, and friends.

Lisa Merrill examines Cushman's personal correspondence to shed new light on
the actress's relationships and in turn on our understandings of the nature of
women's "romantic friendships." She demonstrates how Cushman's androgynous
presence served as a symbol to many of her contemporaries, and revealed their
multiple and often contradictory attitudes toward female performers, women, and
the unspeakable possibilities of same-sex desire.

The biography draws upon unpublished archival materia aswell as on current
critical work to view Cushman's career, relationships, and posthumous reception.
When Romeo Was a Woman examines as autobiographical performance
Cushman's own narratives, the stories she authorized others to write, and the
letters she wrote to intimates. The book isrichly illustrated with many previously
unpublished portraits of Cushman in her various stage roles, including Romeo
and Lady Macbeth, and other revealing photographs of her family, lovers and
friends.

When Romeo Was a Woman will find an appreciative audience among general
readers as well as specialists in gay/leshian history, women's history, theater and
performance, popular culture, Victorian studies, and American studies.

"A fascinating story, and a major contribution to our understanding of lesbian
history. . .. The work done on archival resourcesis both impressive in its extent
and wholly convincing in its effect.” --Jacky Bratton, University of London
LisaMerrill is Associate Professor of Communication and Performance Studies,
Hofstra University. Sheis the coauthor of The Power to Communicate: Gender
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Differences as Barriers, and the author of Untying the Tongue: Power, Gender,
and the Word, forthcoming.
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At the height of her career, actress Charlotte Cushman (1816-76) was one of the most famous women in the
English-speaking world. Cushman challenged Victorian notions of gender in her stage portrayals of male
characters and of strong, androgynous female characters. Offstage, she was a powerful businesswoman who
supported her family, women lovers, and friends.

LisaMerrill examines Cushman's personal correspondence to shed new light on the actress's relationships
and in turn on our understandings of the nature of women's "romantic friendships." She demonstrates how
Cushman's androgynous presence served as a symbol to many of her contemporaries, and reveaed their
multiple and often contradictory attitudes toward female performers, women, and the unspeakable
possihilities of same-sex desire.

The biography draws upon unpublished archival material aswell as on current critical work to view
Cushman's career, relationships, and posthumous reception. When Romeo Was a Woman examines as
autobiographical performance Cushman's own narratives, the stories she authorized others to write, and the
letters she wrote to intimates. The book isrichly illustrated with many previously unpublished portraits of
Cushman in her various stage roles, including Romeo and Lady Macbeth, and other revealing photographs of
her family, lovers and friends.

When Romeo Was a Woman will find an appreciative audience among general readers as well as specialists
in gay/leshian history, women's history, theater and performance, popular culture, Victorian studies, and
American studies.

"A fascinating story, and amajor contribution to our understanding of lesbian history. . . . The work done on
archival resourcesis both impressive in its extent and wholly convincing in its effect." --Jacky Bratton,
University of London

LisaMerrill is Associate Professor of Communication and Performance Studies, Hofstra University. Sheis
the coauthor of The Power to Communicate: Gender Differences as Barriers, and the author of Untying the
Tongue: Power, Gender, and the Word, forthcoming.

When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of Female Spectators
(Triangulations: L esbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) By Lisa Merrill Bibliography

- Sales Rank: #2137864 in Books

- Published on: 2000-11-01

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

- Dimensions: 9.00" hx 1.20" w x 6.00" |, 1.22 pounds
- Binding: Paperback

- 344 pages



."'. Download When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her ...pdf

@ Read Online When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and He ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0472087495

Download and Read Free Online When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of
Female Spectators (Triangulations. L esbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) By Lisa Merrill

Editorial Review

From Library Journal

The subject of this fascinating and meticulously researched biography, Charlotte Cushman (1816-76), was
one of the most acclaimed actresses of the American and British stages. Renowned for her portrayals of Lady
Macbeth and Meg Merrilies, Cushman aso enthralled and challenged her Victorian audiences with her
gender-bending roles as Romeo, Hamlet, and Cardinal Wolsey. Merrill (communication and performance
studies, Hofstra Univ.) has made use of Cushman's and her associates diaries and letters to explore further
the actress's romantic "friendships" with other women. Loyal to her mother and siblings, whom she
supported financially, Cushman protected the family reputation by arranging for her adopted son (nephew) to
marry one of her lovers, Emma Crow of St. Louis. A significant contribution to lesbian/gay theater history,
this book should have wide audience appeal and is recommended for public and academic libraries.?Howard
E. Miller, M.L.S,, St. Louis

Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Derek Morton:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book When Romeo Was a Woman:
Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of Female Spectators (Triangulations: L eshian/Gay/Queer
Theater/Drama/Performance) will make you to possibly be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or ideal book with you?

Janet Thaxton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the erawhich is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
actually isyou don't know what one you should start with. This When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte
Cushman and Her Circle of Female Spectators (Triangulations. Lesbian/Gay/Queer
Theater/DramalPerformance) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Wiley Wagner:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this



specific aren't like that. This When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of Female
Spectators (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) book is readable simply by you
who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving
When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of Female Spectators (Triangulations:

L esbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Dramal/Performance) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it.
S0, do you nonethel ess thinking When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and Her Circle of Female
Spectators (Triangulations: Leshian/Gay/Queer Theater/Drama/Performance) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Corey Watts:

Spent afree time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the reserve untitled When Romeo Was a Woman: Charlotte Cushman and
Her Circle of Female Spectators (Triangulations: Lesbian/Gay/Queer Theater/Dramal/Performance) can be
fine book to read. May beit could be best activity to you.
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