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Laying out Manhattan's street grid and providing arationale for the growth of
New Y ork was the city'sfirst great civic enterprise, not to mention a brazenly
ambitious project and major milestone in the history of city planning. The grid
created the physical conditions for business and society to flourish and embodied
the drive and discipline for which the city would come to be known. Published to
coincide with an exhibition at the Museum of the City of New Y ork celebrating
the bicentennial of the Commissioners 1811 Plan of Manhattan, this volume
does more than memorialize such avisionary effort, it serves as an enduring
reference full of rare images and information.

The Greatest Grid shares the history of the Commissioners' plan, incorporating
archival photos and illustrations, primary documents and testimony, and
magnificent maps with essential analysis. The text, written by leading historians
of New York City, followsthe grid'sinitial design, implementation, and
evolution, and then speaks to its enduring influence. A foldout map, accompanied
by explanatory notes, reproduces the Commissioners original plan, and
additional maps and prints chart the city's pre-1811 irregular growth patterns and
local precedent for the grid's design. Constituting the first sustained examination
of this subject, this text describes the social, political, and intellectual figures
who were instrumental in remaking early New Y ork, not in the image of old
Europe but as a reflection of other American cities and a distinct New World
sensibility. The grid reaffirmed old hierarchies while creating new opportunities
for power and advancement, giving rise to the multicultural, highly networked
landscape New Y orkers thrive in today.
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Laying out Manhattan's street grid and providing arationale for the growth of New Y ork was the city's first
great civic enterprise, not to mention a brazenly ambitious project and major milestone in the history of city
planning. The grid created the physical conditions for business and society to flourish and embodied the
drive and discipline for which the city would come to be known. Published to coincide with an exhibition at
the Museum of the City of New Y ork celebrating the bicentennial of the Commissioners 1811 Plan of
Manhattan, this volume does more than memorialize such avisionary effort, it serves as an enduring
reference full of rare images and information.

The Greatest Grid shares the history of the Commissioners' plan, incorporating archival photos and
illustrations, primary documents and testimony, and magnificent maps with essential analysis. The text,
written by leading historians of New Y ork City, follows the grid's initial design, implementation, and
evolution, and then speaks to its enduring influence. A foldout map, accompanied by explanatory notes,
reproduces the Commissioners' origina plan, and additional maps and prints chart the city's pre-1811
irregular growth patterns and local precedent for the grid's design. Constituting the first sustained
examination of this subject, this text describes the social, political, and intellectual figures who were
instrumental in remaking early New Y ork, not in the image of old Europe but as a reflection of other
American cities and a distinct New World sensibility. The grid reaffirmed old hierarchies while creating new
opportunities for power and advancement, giving rise to the multicultural, highly networked landscape New
Y orkers thrive in today.
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Editorial Review

Review

Y ou don't have to be a geometry mgjor to love The Greatest Grid...
(Sam Roberts New York Times)

About the Author

Hilary Ballon is deputy vice chancellor of New Y ork University Abu Dhabi, part of the |eadership team
developing the school's new, full-scale campus and establishing its identity as aglobal university. Based in
New Y ork, she teaches courses on urbanism and architecture at the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of
Public Service. Her books include New York's Pennsylvania Stations; Colbert's Revenge, which won the Prix
d'Académie from the Académie Francaise; The Paris of Henri IV: Architecture and Urbanism, which won
the Alice Davis Hitchcock Prize for the Most Distinguished Work in Architectural History; and Robert
Moses and the Modern City, for which she served as curator of acritically acclaimed, three-part exhibition at
the Museum of the City of New Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barbara Clarke:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the
fact just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need thiskind of The Greatest Grid: The Master
Plan of Manhattan, 1811-2011 to read.

Ross Adams:

Now aday people who Living in the erajust where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Greatest Grid: The Master Plan of
Manhattan, 1811-2011 book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the information
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.



TonialLee

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Greatest Grid: The Master Plan of Manhattan, 1811-2011
can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Linda Williams:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose
the very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is called of book The
Greatest Grid: The Master Plan of Manhattan, 1811-2011. Y ou can contribute your knowledge by it. Without
leaving behind the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is
most crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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