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Set in the world of Larry Niven's popular The Magic Goes Away, The Burning
City transports readers to an enchanted ancient city bearing a provocative
resemblance to our own modern society. Here Y agen-Atep, the volatile and
voracious god of fire, alternately protects and destroys the city's denizens. In
Tep's Town, nothing can burn indoors and no fire can start -- except when the
Burning comes upon the city. Then the people, possessed by Y agen-Atep, set
their own town ablaze in ariotous orgy of destruction that often comes without
warning.

Whandall Placehold has lived with the Burning all hislife. Fighting hisway to
adulthood in the mean-but-magical streets of the city's most blighted
neighborhoods, Whandall dreams of escaping the god's wrath to find a new and
better life. But his best hope for freedom may lie with Morth of Atlantis, the
enigmatic sorcerer who killed his father!
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Set in the world of Larry Niven's popular The Magic Goes Away, The Burning City transports readers to an
enchanted ancient city bearing a provocative resemblance to our own modern society. Here Y agen-Atep, the
volatile and voracious god of fire, aternately protects and destroys the city's denizens. In Tep's Town,
nothing can burn indoors and no fire can start -- except when the Burning comes upon the city. Then the
people, possessed by Y agen-Atep, set their own town ablaze in ariotous orgy of destruction that often comes
without warning.

Whandall Placehold has lived with the Burning all hislife. Fighting his way to adulthood in the mean-but-
magical streets of the city's most blighted neighborhoods, Whandall dreams of escaping the god's wrath to
find anew and better life. But his best hope for freedom may lie with Morth of Atlantis, the enigmatic
sorcerer who killed his father!
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Larry Niven and Jerry Pournelle have created a unique and believable world set in the universe of Niven's
The Magic Goes Away. The story begins nearly 14,000 years ago in Tep's Town, located on the future site of
Los Angeles. Tep's Town isacity held captive by the slumbering god of fire, Y agen-Atep. Awakening only
occasionally, he commands sel ected men to begin Burnings by giving them the ability to start fires coupled
with consuming anger.

Whandall Placehold grows up in the stagnant, three-class society of Tep's town, part of a gang of thieves. No
one getsin or out, since the town is hemmed in by a malevolent forest. But when Whandall is chosen by

Y agen-Atep to start the Burnings, he resists the compulsion and, aided by Atlantean wizard Morth, escapes
through the forest with a group of children he saves from certain death.

Asthe years pass, Whandall builds an empire, buys wagons and bison, and builds atrade route all along the
Cdlifornia coast--except for Tep's Town. Lifeis good for Whandall and his bride, Willow, until they get a
message from a desperate Morth: he convinces Whandall to return to Tep's Town and help eradicate, once
and for all, an ancient magical being from Atlantis who has been trying to kill Morth for many years.

The Burning City isalively book that deftly integrates social concerns of today with the magic and
mythology of yesterday. Cameo appearances by the Native American god Coyote and the Norse god L oki
add to the mischievous nature of the book. With a well-thought-out system of magic, characters with depth,
unicorns, and swashbuckling adventure, this book is sure to please hardcore fantasy readers and fans of
Niven and Pournelle. --Robert Gately

From Publishers Weekly

Bestselling authors Niven and Pournelle (Footfall; The Gripping Hand; etc.) have produced yet another hefty
fantasy (set in Niven's The Magic Goes Away series) sure to delight fans of sword, sorcery and mae
superiority. In the implausibly organized Tep's town, populated predominantly by awelfare/warrior class
that steals from the Kinless artisan class and is given alms by the higher-class Lords, lives young Whandall
Placehold. Heis the son of athief who was killed by the wizard Morth of Atlantis, during one of the town's
many burnings, conflagrations that occur when the town's god Y angin-Atep possesses men and gives them
command of fire and the rage to use it. Asthe god islosing his power, the fires are escalating in scope and
duration, and the town is slowly turning to ashes. Whandall, who wants to grow up to be more than a short-
lived thief, finds his path becoming inextricably tied to that of the wizard. When the opportunity arises,
Whandall and Morth escape the town in the company of afamily of Kinless ropemakers containing the
inevitable beautiful, virginal, marriageable daughter. Y ears pass, Whandall breeds and becomes awarrior
merchant, but he must return to the town of his birth in the company of Morth if his burgeoning family isto
prosper. There, Whandall uses all his cunning and strength to aid the wizard in his battle against a magical
nemesis from Atlantis. Fun in aformulaic kiss-or-kill fantasy kind of way, this adventure has enough
swordplay, magic and unicorns to please those looking to tread the old, tired pathways again. (Mar.)
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Itis 12,000 years ago. Magic is vanishing from the world, but the fire god Y angin-Atep isalive and well in
the Burning City on what will be the site of Los Angeles. There, he brings the blessing of fire indoors, along
with its curse of maddening people, so that they useit destructively. Born into the Lordkin (the local middle
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class), feisty Whandal Placehold fights his way out of town and becomes a successful traveling merchant.
Eventually, he returns to contend with childhood enemies and Y angin-Atep with the aid of awater elemental
conjured up by the last surviving mage from Atlantis. In ground covered, cast size, and number of scenes, the
yarn is big and a bit sprawling, but the coauthors' creativity iswith them as they build a detailed world
containing classical and Native American el ements. Whether or not it marks a permanent shift from sf to
fantasy for Niven and Pournelle, thisis another absorbing book from them and bodes well for yet more of
their collaborations. Roland Green

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joshua Lippert:

People livein this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely sure. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is The Burning City.

Agnes Henson:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Burning City, you may enjoy bath. It is
very good combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh serioudly its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Karen Partain:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By areserve we can know
everything we really wish for. A book isapair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This book The Burning City was filled about science. Spend your free time to
add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book.
In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.

Samantha Flowers;

As acollege student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or
rea their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't see



colorful images on there. Y eah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this The Burning City can make you really feel more interested to read.
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