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Music for the eyes: The inventor of album art
 
“I love music so much and I had such ambition that I was willing to go way
beyond what the hell they paid me for. I wanted people to look at the artwork and
hear the music.” —Alex Steinweiss

Alex Steinweiss (1917–2011) invented the album cover as we know it. In 1940,
as Columbia Records’ young new art director, he pitched an idea: Why not
replace the standard plain brown wrapper with an eye-catching illustration? The
company took a chance, and within months its record sales increased by over
800 per cent.

Over the next three decades, Steinweiss made thousands of original artworks
for classical, jazz, and popular record covers for Columbia, Decca, London,
and Everest; as well as logos, labels, advertising material, even his own
typeface, the Steinweiss Scrawl. His daring designs, gathered here in all their
bright combinations of bold typography with modern, elegant illustration,
revolutionized the way music was sold.

The book includes Steiweiss’ personal recollections and ephemera from an
epic career, as well as insightful essays by three-time Grammy Award-winning
art director/designer Kevin Reagan and graphic design historian Steven Heller.
 
About the Series:
Bibliotheca Universalis — Compact cultural companions celebrating the
eclectic TASCHEN universe at an unbeatable, democratic price!
Since we started our work as cultural archaeologists in 1980, the name
TASCHEN has become synonymous with accessible, open-minded
publishing. Bibliotheca Universalis brings together nearly 100 of our all-time
favorite titles in a neat new format so you can curate your own affordable library
of art, anthropology, and aphrodisia.
Bookworm’s delight — never bore, always excite!
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Editorial Review

Review
"I love music so much and I had such ambition that I was willing to go way beyond what the hell they paid
me for. I wanted people to look at the artwork and hear the music." - Alex Steinweiss

About the Author
The father of record design is Alex Steinweiss, who in 1940, at the age of 23, single-handedly invented the
album cover. He made thousands of classical, jazz, and pop covers for Columbia, London, Decca, and
Everest and his modern designs graced the packaging, logos, and covers of dozens of distilleries, film
studios, and magazines; earning him an AIGA Medal and the Art Directors Hall of Fame lifetime
achievement award.

Kevin Reagan is a triple Grammy Award-winning art director, also honored by the AIGA, Print, and
Communication Arts. As former art director of Geffen, MCA, and Maverick, he designed packages for
Madonna, Beck, Sonic Youth and many others. He lives in Los Angeles.

Steven Heller is the co-chair of the School of Visual Arts MFA Designer as Author Program. For 33 years he
was an art director for The New York Times, and currently writes the “Visuals” column for The New York
Times Book Review. He is the author of 120 books on graphic design, illustration, and satiric art.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alberta Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Steinweiss: The Inventor of the
Modern Album Cover will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you bored. It's not make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Anthony Wood:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick one
book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be Steinweiss: The Inventor of the Modern Album Cover why because the
great cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.



Ryan Strausbaugh:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You will see that now,
a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for you is
Steinweiss: The Inventor of the Modern Album Cover this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology
styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research when he
makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Ann Amos:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just in search of the Steinweiss: The Inventor of the Modern Album Cover when you required it?
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