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In the last decade, school shootings have decimated communities and terrified
parents, teachers, and children in even the most “family friendly” American
towns and suburbs. These tragedies appear to be the spontaneous acts of
disconnected teens, but thisimportant book argues that the roots of violence are
deeply entwined in the communities themselves. Rampage challenges the “loner
theory” of school violence and shows why so many adults and students miss the
warning signs that could prevent it.
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In the last decade, school shootings have decimated communities and terrified parents, teachers, and children
in even the most “family friendly” American towns and suburbs. These tragedies appear to be the
spontaneous acts of disconnected teens, but thisimportant book argues that the roots of violence are deeply
entwined in the communities themselves. Rampage challenges the “loner theory” of school violence and
shows why so many adults and students miss the warning signs that could prevent it.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Despite the rarity of school shootings, a point carefully reiterated by the authors-anthropologist Newman (No
Shame in My Game: The Working Poor in the Inner City) and four students in adoctoral program she directs
at Harvard University-it continues to be atopic that both repels and fascinates. Through an in-depth study of
two pre-Columbine shootings, one at Heath High School in Kentucky, the other at Westside Middle School
in Arkansas, the authors attempt to answer two troubling questions: "How could these low-crime, family-
centered, white communities have spawned such murderous violence? How did these particular families,
known and respected by neighbors, teachers and preachers, produce rampage killers?' Because the book
grew out of research the five contributed to a congressionally mandated study, the authors had extraordinary
access to residents in both communities and are donating their royalties to the two schools. They interviewed
163 people whose lives were touched by the violent acts of 11-year-old Andrew Golden and 13-year-old
Mitchell Johnson, who shot four students and one teacher at Westside, and 14-year-old Michael Carneal,
who killed three students at Heath. Although many of the factors the authors address (e.g., bullying, media
images of masculinity, teenage depression, access to guns) have already received extensive coverage, the
authors' sociological approach highlights how these problems can ignite in ayoung child given suitable
circumstances. Unfortunately, the book is marred by repetition and excessive charts, tables and footnotes; at
times, it reads more like ajoint doctoral dissertation than a study aimed at parents and school administrators.
Photos.
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From Booklist

Newman, Harvard professor and author of several books on urban issues, spent two years researching the
eruption of violence in recent years in suburban America. She focuses on Heath, Kentucky, and Westside,
Arkansas, about three years after those small towns suffered the widely publicized ordeals of shooting
rampages at local high schools. Newman draws on interviews with 163 people in both communities,
including friends and families of the victims and shooters, students at the schools, teachers, lawyers,
reporters, and psychol ogists. Laws protecting juveniles precluded interviews with the shooters (aged 11 to 14
at the time of the shootings), although Newman includes an epilogue detailing their lives since conviction
and incarceration. She also examines studies of similar rampage shootings in the last 30 years and offers
theories about what pushes youth into such violence. Detailed research includes a socia pyramid of one of
the schools, a paper written by one of the shooters, and atable recalling conversations between students
before the shooting. Thisis a heavily researched but highly accessible look at a troubling social issue.
Vanessa Bush

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"With some sophistication, Rampage contends that there is no single reason that boys go on shooting
sprees.”

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Jonathan Flannagan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now istaking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Rampage: The Social Roots of School Shootings as the
daily resource information.

Miriam Ellis;

Rampage: The Social Roots of School Shootings can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving hisher effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Rampage: The Social Roots
of School Shootings but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand
new stage of crucial thinking.

Adam Schneider:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its protect may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer can be Rampage: The Social Roots of School Shootings why because the
amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this
book.

Oliver Whitley:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book Rampage: The Social Roots of School Shootings was filled regarding
science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike today, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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