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Easy Rider. Motocross Grand Prix. James Dean in Rebel Without a Cause. The
motorcycle is a global icon of untamed freedom, symbolizing a daring and
reckless lifestyle of adventure. Yet there are few books that chronicle how and
when this legendary vehicle roared down the open road. Motorcycle explores the
roots of the rebel’s ultimate ride.

After early incarnations as a nineteenth-century steam-powered bicycle and
multi-wheeled vehicles, the modern motorcycle came into its own as a cheap,
mobile military asset during World War I. From there, it rapidly spread through
modern culture as a symbol of rebellion and subversive power, and Motorcycle
tracks the symbolic role that the bike has played in literature, art, and film. The
authors also investigate the international subcultures that revolve around the
motorcycle and scooter. They chart the emergence of American biker culture in
the 1950s, when decommissioned fighter pilots sought new ways to satiate their
desire for thrill and danger, and explore how the motorcycle came to represent
the untamed nonconformity of the American West. In contrast, smaller scooters
such as the Vespa and moped became the utilitarian vehicle of choice in space-
starved metropolises across Europe and Asia. Ultimately, the authors argue, the
motorbike is the exemplary Modernist object, dependent on the perfect balance
of man and machine.

An unprecedented and wholly engrossing account, Motorcycle is an essential
reading for the Harley-Davidson roadhog, bike collector, or anyone who’s felt
the power of the unmistakable king of the road.
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Easy Rider. Motocross Grand Prix. James Dean in Rebel Without a Cause. The motorcycle is a global icon of
untamed freedom, symbolizing a daring and reckless lifestyle of adventure. Yet there are few books that
chronicle how and when this legendary vehicle roared down the open road. Motorcycle explores the roots of
the rebel’s ultimate ride.

After early incarnations as a nineteenth-century steam-powered bicycle and multi-wheeled vehicles, the
modern motorcycle came into its own as a cheap, mobile military asset during World War I. From there, it
rapidly spread through modern culture as a symbol of rebellion and subversive power, and Motorcycle tracks
the symbolic role that the bike has played in literature, art, and film. The authors also investigate the
international subcultures that revolve around the motorcycle and scooter. They chart the emergence of
American biker culture in the 1950s, when decommissioned fighter pilots sought new ways to satiate their
desire for thrill and danger, and explore how the motorcycle came to represent the untamed nonconformity of
the American West. In contrast, smaller scooters such as the Vespa and moped became the utilitarian vehicle
of choice in space-starved metropolises across Europe and Asia. Ultimately, the authors argue, the motorbike
is the exemplary Modernist object, dependent on the perfect balance of man and machine.

An unprecedented and wholly engrossing account, Motorcycle is an essential reading for the Harley-
Davidson roadhog, bike collector, or anyone who’s felt the power of the unmistakable king of the road.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Through their wide-ranging study of history, technology, literature, film, fashion, and aesthetic design,
Alford and Ferriss have created the most extensive, perceptive, and rewarding inquiry yet into the role of the
motorcycle and our fascination with it."
(Ed Youngblood, past president of the American Motorcycle Association and editor of Motohistory 2007-
06-14)

“Motorcycle takes you from the motorized bicycle to the life cycle of Bosozoku gangs; from the concept of
‘flow’ to leather and sexuality; from Broughs to toughs to white-gloved Motor Maids. Like a good
motorcycle ride it leads you into new territory and gives you a fresh sense of familiar terrain. International in
scope, informative and provocative, it opens up the field of motorcycle culture and design.”

(Ted Bishop, author of Riding with Rilke: Reflections on Motorcycles and Books 2007-06-25)

"An exploration of the 'fact, myth and legend of the motorcycle.'"
(Cycle World 2007-10-01)

About the Author

Steven E. Alford and Suzanne Ferriss teach at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
They have been involved in the study of the intersection of motorcycles and culture for a number of years,
lecturing on diverse topics such as biker fashion, New Zealand motorcyclists Burt Munro and John Britten,
and the psychological effects of riding.  Their work has appeared in Harley-Davidson and Philosophy,
TheLiterature of Travel and Exploration, Motorcycle Consumer News, and elsewhere.  They also edit The
International Journal of Motorcycle Studies.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Hanlon:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Motorcycle (Objekt). You can choose the best book if
you love reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Motorcycle (Objekt). You can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gregory Phipps:

This book untitled Motorcycle (Objekt) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, here is



because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this reserve from your list.

Roger Moxley:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
means, more simple and reachable. This specific Motorcycle (Objekt) can give you a lot of pals because by
you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men
and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Motorcycle (Objekt).

Teresa Obannon:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Motorcycle (Objekt) to make your
own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading.
Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and reading
especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
book Motorcycle (Objekt) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse
using what must you're doing of this time.
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