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Editorial Review
Review

| have used the text Literature for Today's Young Adults again and again; the book was very thorough, and
the background it gave about young adult literature helped me to understand the importance of using this
genre in my classroom. | have used the booklists to find books that fit into certain genres or help students
find a great book about a certain topic. For example, when my colleague and | prepared a unit on bullying,
we used the list on "Buddies and Bullies' in Chapter 4. | have also used many of the ideas about using YA
literature to create stronger reading and writing assignments. Notes | have made in the margins include:
"Good book questionsto ask..."; "Good quote, could use when writing short stories or narratives'; and
"NOTE TO ME: Don’'t forget to look at humor in literary analysis.”

-- Shelly Shaffer, Brimhall Junior High School, Mesa, Arizona

Literature for Today's Y oung Adults has served as a wonderfully useful resource in my role as both a
practicing teacher and teacher educator. During my first year of teaching, | dedicated myself to reading every
title listed on the Honor List to enhance my familiarity with texts available to teen readers. In the university
classroom, | regularly draw upon the censorship materials to help students engage in preemptive behaviors to
ward off the likeliness of such attacks and know how to best respond should they arise.

-- Wendy Glenn, University of Connecticut

My field is ESL and | took Dr. Nilsen's course in an effort to learn new ways of engaging international
students in the world of literature as | aimed to develop their reading and writing skillsin English. | found
that Nilsen's Literature for Today's Young Adults serves me well not only as a guide and reference but as a
rich source of insight into American culture and modern English literature for young people.

--Thomas Washington, American English and Culture Program, Arizona State University

Teachers need a good resource library which will enable them to teach to all students across varied interests
and literacies. | use VideoHound to find films, and Literature for Today's Young Adults to find Y A books.
--Stacy Graber, Desert Vista High School, Tempe

| purchased the 7th edition of Literature for Today's Young Adultsin 2007, and | still refer to it four years
later, as| prepare for my English methods courses and as | write and review articles. The pages are
bookmarked, dog-eared, highlighted, and annotated, and the book itself holds a prominent place on my shelf
so that it is easily accessible to me and my students.

-- Katie Mason, Wichita State University

All librarians working with teens should have Literature for Today's Young Adults on their reference shelf.

Asamiddle school librarian, | relied on the Honor List to build a collection of the best reading material for
my students. When | moved to a university library, | used the book as a guide in the creation of a collection
of young adult e-books for future English teachers. Literature for Today's Young Adults continues to be my
number one resource for young adult literature collection devel opment.

-- Ann Dutton Ewbank,Arizona State University

From the Back Cover



The number one book in the field, now thoroughly updated to include new topics of critical interest to pre-
and in-service teachersin today’ sincreasingly challenging young adult literature scene.

Long respected as the leader in the field, this guide gives teachers, librarians, parents, counselors, and other
group leaders a comprehensive, reader-friendly look at Y oung Adult literature framed within aliterary,
historical, and social context—as a means to motivating teens to become life-long readers. Updated
throughout with the voices of two new co-authors and ten of the authors' own doctoral and recently
graduated students, the Ninth Edition features:

- new information on using digital and other literacies

- afreshlook at contemporary poetry

- helpful information on connecting young adult literatureto real-life events

- aguide for under standing the significance of fantasy and supernatural literature
- suggestions for using children’s picture books

- practical help for working with English Language L earners

- ways of dealing with censor ship issues

- and much more

About the Author

Alleen Pace Nilsen has been a co-author of Literature for Today's Young Adults since the very first edition
in 1980. She and Ken Donelson were also co-editors of the English Journal and founding editors of The
ALAN Review. They both served as Presidents of the Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of NCTE
(ALAN) and as Directors of English Education at Arizona State University. Dr. Donelson retired from ASU
in 2002 and Alleen retired in 2011. Sheisthe author of two editions of Presenting M. E. Kerr as part of the
Twayne United States Authors Series, 1986 and 1997, and of Joan Bauer: Teen Reads: Student Companions
to Young Adult Literature, Greenwillow, 2007. She edited Living Language: Reading, Thinking, and
Writing, Allyn and Bacon, 1999, and with her colleague and husband, Don L. F. Nilsen, she co-authored the
Encyclopedia of 20™-Century American Humor, Greenwood Press, 2000, and Vocabulary Plus: A Source
Based Approach: K through 8 and High School and Up, Pearson, 2004. She has published widely in such
journals as School Library Journal, English Journal, The ALAN Review, College English, and Humor.

James Blasingame is an associate professor of English at Arizona State University and Director of the
English Education program. He s Past-President of the Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the
National Council of Teachers of English and was the editor of The ALAN Review, a professional journal
devoted to young adult literature, from 2003-2009. Heis the editor of the Books for Adolescents pages of
the International Reading Association’s Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy and winner of the
International Reading Association’s Arbuthnot Award for the 2008 outstanding university professor of
young adult literature. He was named the ASU Parents Association Professor of the Y ear in 2008. He has
published over 100 interviews with authors of young adult literature and over 300 book reviews. Dr.
Blasingame was a high school English teacher, coach, and administrator for 21 yearsin lowa, Nebraska,
Utah, and Kansas before completing his doctorate at the University of Kansasin 2000. He has been at ASU
for 12 years, teaching courses in young adult literature and methods of teaching writing, as well as
supervising student teachers. Heis a native of Cedar Rapids, lowa.

Don L. F. Nilsen is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics at Arizona State University, but as an “extra’ to his
regular job, he also worked with young adult literature and with English Education students. With hiswife,
Alleen, heisthe co-founder of the International Society for Humor Studies. The two of them also were co-



presidents in 2009 of the American Name Society. Together they wrote Pronunciation Contrasts in English,
which recently came out in a new edition (Waveland Press, 2010) and the Encyclopedia of 20™-Century
American Humor, (Greenwood) which was chosen by the American Library Association as an “ Outstanding
Reference Book for 2000.” Both hisinterest in humor and in the teaching of English as a second language
are reflected in his contributions to the ninth edition of Literature for Today's Young Adults. He and Alleen
have also been co-presidents of the American Name Society and in 2007 they published the well-received
Names and Naming in Young Adult Literature, Scarecrow Studiesin YA Literature No. 27.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Aaron Ryan:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which oneis
appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take Literature for Today's Y oung Adults (9th Edition) as your daily resource
information.

Charles Edwards:

The e-book with title Literature for Today's Y oung Adults (9th Edition) includes alot of information that
you can study it. You can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the
information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world currently. That isimportant to yo7u
to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Nila Cobb:

The reason why? Because this Literature for Today's Y oung Adults (9th Edition) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it
isgood for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you alot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking approach. So, still want to hesitate having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Matthew Russell:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
werealy wish for. A book isagroup of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had



been exactly added. This guide Literature for Today's Y oung Adults (9th Edition) wasfilled in relation to
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you
can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern eralike right now, many waysto get book you
wanted.
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