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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded
expressivity of our linguistic abilities is unique in the biological world. In this
book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to understand this
astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by
moment, in the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by
year, as new language learners acquire language skills; and generation by
generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of cultural
evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for
understanding the evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an
integrated theory of how language creation is intertwined across these multiple
timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to
language do not provide compelling accounts of language evolution, acquisition,
and processing. Their own account draws on important developments from
across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments
with children and adults. Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the
major implications of their theoretical approach for our understanding of how
language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in
language processing, and the nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Language is a hallmark of the human species; the flexibility and unbounded expressivity of our linguistic
abilities is unique in the biological world. In this book, Morten Christiansen and Nick Chater argue that to
understand this astonishing phenomenon, we must consider how language is created: moment by moment, in
the generation and understanding of individual utterances; year by year, as new language learners acquire
language skills; and generation by generation, as languages change, split, and fuse through the processes of
cultural evolution. Christiansen and Chater propose a revolutionary new framework for understanding the
evolution, acquisition, and processing of language, offering an integrated theory of how language creation is
intertwined across these multiple timescales.

Christiansen and Chater argue that mainstream generative approaches to language do not provide compelling
accounts of language evolution, acquisition, and processing. Their own account draws on important
developments from across the language sciences, including statistical natural language processing,
learnability theory, computational modeling, and psycholinguistic experiments with children and adults.
Christiansen and Chater also consider some of the major implications of their theoretical approach for our
understanding of how language works, offering alternative accounts of specific aspects of language,
including the structure of the vocabulary, the importance of experience in language processing, and the
nature of recursive linguistic structure.
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Editorial Review

Review

Our understanding of language -- its evolution, acquisition, and processing -- is undergoing a seismic shift
and this engaging, ambitious book clarifies and motivates the new exciting landscape.

(Adele E. Goldberg, Professor of Psychology, Princeton University)

This book is unique in its attempt to take a usage-based and unified approach to the sciences of language: its
evolution, historical change, processing, and acquisition. It covers an extraordinarily wide range of relevant
and up-to-date literature from which it builds an important theoretical approach. It provides the foundation
for asking all the fundamental questions in language research.

(Elena Lieven, Professor, ESRC LuCiD Child Study Centre, University of Manchester; coauthor of Child
Language Acquisition: Contrasting Theoretical Approaches)

Christiansen and Chater's Creating Language presents a compelling account of how acquisition and
processing mutually constrain one another in shaping both linguistic performance and the nature of language.
Then, to top it off, they fearlessly touch the linguistic third rail, language evolution, and the time scales shift
from milliseconds and months, to millennia. The book will excite controversy, but it most certainly will
excite.

(Gary S. Dell, Professor of Psychology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign)

About the Author
Morten H. Christiansen is Professor of Psychology and Codirector of the Cognitive Science Program at
Cornell University.

Nick Chater is Professor of Behavioural Science at Warwick Business School, University of Warwick.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Heidi Odom:

Within other case, little people like to read book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and
Processing (MIT Press). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important some sort of book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing
(MIT Press). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's learn.



Wilda Alexander:

Often the book Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) has a lot
of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific
book very easy to read you can find the point easily after looking over this book.

Michael Lucius:

Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that
could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing
Creating Language: Integrating Evolution, Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) but doesn't forget the
main point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Larry Strickland:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring
as well as can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in
your case. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Creating Language: Integrating Evolution,
Acquisition, and Processing (MIT Press) can make you experience more interested to read.
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