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This Very Short Introduction provides both the believer and non-believer with a
balanced survey of the central questions of theology. David Ford's approach
draws us in to considering the principles underlying religious belief, including
the centrality of salvation to most major religions, the concept of God in ancient,
modern, and postmodern contexts, the challenge posed to theology by prayer and
worship, and the issue of sin and evil. He also probes the nature of experience,
knowledge, and wisdom in theology, and discusses what is involved in
interpreting theological texts.

Ford's introduction to theology has already helped tens of thousands of believers
and non-believers to understand the central questions of contemporary theology.
In this new edition, he includes updates to a number of areas, including theology
between faiths, theological responses to science, and the effects of globalization
and technology.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions
to a wide range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics,
Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the Bible. Not simply a textbook
of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--yet
always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given
discipline or field. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of
the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has developed and how it
has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major
academic discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference
library. Whatever the area of study that one deems important or appealing,
whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short Introductions
series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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central questions of theology. David Ford's approach draws us in to considering the principles underlying
religious belief, including the centrality of salvation to most major religions, the concept of God in ancient,
modern, and postmodern contexts, the challenge posed to theology by prayer and worship, and the issue of
sin and evil. He also probes the nature of experience, knowledge, and wisdom in theology, and discusses
what is involved in interpreting theological texts.

Ford's introduction to theology has already helped tens of thousands of believers and non-believers to
understand the central questions of contemporary theology. In this new edition, he includes updates to a
number of areas, including theology between faiths, theological responses to science, and the effects of
globalization and technology.

About the Series:

Oxford's Very Short Introductions series offers concise and original introductions to a wide range of
subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, Literary Theory to History, and Archaeology to the
Bible. Not simply a textbook of definitions, each volume in this series provides trenchant and provocative--
yet always balanced and complete--discussions of the central issues in a given discipline or field. Every Very
Short Introduction gives a readable evolution of the subject in question, demonstrating how the subject has
developed and how it has influenced society. Eventually, the series will encompass every major academic
discipline, offering all students an accessible and abundant reference library. Whatever the area of study that
one deems important or appealing, whatever the topic that fascinates the general reader, the Very Short
Introductions series has a handy and affordable guide that will likely prove indispensable.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is written in an extremely accesible, interesting and fresh style and this combined with its 'safely' othodox
but balanced tone will make it a useful aid to assisting a range of people."

--Ray Gaston, Theology November/December 1999

About the Author

David Ford, Regius Professor of Divinity at the University of Cambridge, and Director of the Cambridge
Inter-faith Programme

David F. Ford is Regius Professor of Divinity at the University of Cambridge, and Director of the Cambridge
Inter-faith Programme. He is the author of many books, including most recently The Future of Christian
Theology (OUP, 2011), Christian Wisdom: Desiring God and Learning in Love (CUP, 2007), and Shaping
Theology: Engagements in a Religious and Secular World (OUP, 2007).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carla Spiegel:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Theology: A Very Short Introduction
(Very Short Introductions) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Arthur Haynes:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
find the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Theology: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) as the daily resource information.



Erick Graf:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Theology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you can tells your family, friends as well as
soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Eric Rodriguez:

Theology: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Theology: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information
could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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