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Member of Parliament, tutor to Oliver Cromwell’s ward, satirist, and friend of
John Milton, Andrew Marvell was one of the most significant poets of the
seventeenth century. The Complete Poems demonstrates his unique skill and
immense diversity, and includes lyrical love poetry, religious works, and biting
satire. From the passionately erotic “To His Coy Mistress” to the astutely
political Cromwellian poems and the profoundly spiritual “On a Drop of Dew,”
in which he considers the nature of the soul, these works are masterpieces of
clarity and metaphysical imagery.

This Penguin Classics edition includes authoritative texts of these poems, based
on a detailed study of the extant mansucripts, and a new introduction by leading
scholar Jonathan Bate. Also included are a chronology, further reading
selections, appendices, notes, and indexes. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Member of Parliament, tutor to Oliver Cromwell’s ward, satirist, and friend of John Milton, Andrew Marvell
was one of the most significant poets of the seventeenth century. The Complete Poems demonstrates his
unique skill and immense diversity, and includes lyrical love poetry, religious works, and biting satire. From
the passionately erotic “To His Coy Mistress” to the astutely political Cromwellian poems and the
profoundly spiritual “On a Drop of Dew,” in which he considers the nature of the soul, these works are
masterpieces of clarity and metaphysical imagery.

This Penguin Classics edition includes authoritative texts of these poems, based on a detailed study of the
extant mansucripts, and a new introduction by leading scholar Jonathan Bate. Also included are a
chronology, further reading selections, appendices, notes, and indexes. 

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Greek, Latin

About the Author
Andrew Marvell was born in 1621. The son of a clergyman, he was educated at Hull Grammar School and
Trinity College, Cambridge. While at Cambridge, he converted to Catholicism for a brief period and moved
to London, where he was found by his father and was persuaded to return to his studies. He left Cambridge
in 1641 and spent much of the next ten years travelling abroad. In 1650 he became tutor to Lord Fairfax’s
daughter Mary and lived in their house in Nun Appleton, Yorkshire. Most of his lyric poetry is thought to
date from this period, including Upon Appleton House.

Marvell was an ardent Republican. He wrote several poems in honour of Cromwell, including An Horatian
Ode upon Cromwell’s Return from Ireland (1650) and an elegy on his death. In 1653 he became tutor to
William Dutton, Cromwell’s ward. In the same year he was recommended by Milton to be his assistant in the
Latin Secretaryship to the Council of State, but was not appointed until four years later. He defended Milton
after the Restoration and contributed a poem in praise of him to the second edition of Paradise Lost.

Although he is now most famous for his poetry, very few of his poems were published during his lifetime.
He was MP for Hull from 1659 until his death and was renowned for his political pamphlets and satires. His
most famous pamphlet, The Rehearsal Transposed, was an attack on Samuel Parker, Archdeacon of
Canterbury; it was so controversial that his life was threatened, and when he died suddenly in August 1678
there were rumours that he had been poisoned – these proved to be groundless.

Elizabeth Story Donno edited numerous Elizabethan and Jacobean texts and taught at Columbia, among
other places.

Jonathan Bate is King Alfred Professor of English literature and Leverhulme Research Professor at the
University of Liverpool.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Walker:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics), you may tells your family, friends and soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.



Robin Almeida:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving The Complete Poems (Penguin
Classics) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all
over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you may pick The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics) become your current
starter.

Maryann Carson:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Complete Poems (Penguin
Classics) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
one buys this book.

Christina Pena:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more important than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the top checklist in
your reading list is usually The Complete Poems (Penguin Classics). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can
get many advantages.
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