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The murders in London between 1888-91 attributed to Jack the Ripper constitute
one of the most mysterious unsolved criminal cases. This story is the result of
many years meticulous research. The author reassesses all the evidence and
challenges everything we thought we knew about the Victorian serial killer and
the vanished East End he terrorized.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
British historian-researcher Sugden here presents an exhaustive study of the Whitechapel murders of 1888
(some would say 1888-91) and examines the books by other "Ripperologists" to show that many have been
derivative or have succumbed to the mythology surrounding the case. He makes it clear that, given the state
of forensic medicine at the time, the police did good work but had almost no clues. Sugden concludes that
none of the prime suspects was the Ripper, except perhaps George Chapman. Born in Poland as Severin
Klosowski, he apprenticed as a surgeon; in London, where he was a hairdresser, he was suspected of several
slashings but was never arrested. Included are photos and sketches of the murder locations and the women
who were butchered.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The series of murders in London in 1888 attributed to someone called Jack the Ripper constitute one of the
most famous and mysterious unsolved criminal cases. Time has not diminished the gruesomeness of the
killings: all the victims' throats were cut (some were almost beheaded), some victims were disemboweled,
and from a few the killer took organs. When fear of the Ripper peaked, the killings stopped, and a century of
speculation ensued. Sugden does not resist adding to the inquiry a chapter on his theory of Jack's identity, yet
his book isn't intended to solve the puzzle. Rather, he painstakingly sifts through press clippings and police
records to dispel misinformation, much of it stemming from police refusal to release information to the
newspapers, as a result of which the press published rumors as facts, which were subsequently used by
researchers as the basis of their books. Sugden is exhaustive, and his book is for the serious student, not light
reading. Future writers on Jack the Ripper will use this text as the basis of their research. Jon Kartman

From Kirkus Reviews
This exacting book adds a cogent historical investigation to the relatively few intelligent books about the
father of all serial killers. Sensationalistic distortion and overimaginative theorizing have been part of this
anonymous criminal's history since the first contemporaneous tabloid stories on the Whitechapel murders
and continue in the inquiries of modern ``Ripperologists.'' For example, the letter signed ``Yours truly, Jack
the Ripper'' that christened the legend was probably a journalist's headline-grabbing forgery, perpetuated in
more hoax letters from the Ripper-crazed public. British historian Sugden corrects such myths and errors
with donnish competitiveness, spending only a little time dispatching the more bizarre hypotheses (such as
the recent Ripper diary hoax, the fanciful implication of the royal family in the murders, and the innumerable
post-Victorian pseudo-suspects). Avoiding the penny-dreadful archives of Ripperology, he diligently
approaches the voluminous police work and forensic evidence on the ``canonical'' four victims, all
prostitutes, and an equal number of possible ones. Drawing on previous research and his own, he reexamines
the eyewitnesses' testimony, inquest reports, newspaper accounts, and police leads (and red herrings).
Although the material is still compelling and timely after a century, Sugden's sometimes sluggish prose and
narrative do not bring to life the panicked atmosphere of the East End or the tensions within the police
department. In the end, though many inconsistencies are swept away and many ambiguities left warily intact,
Sugden produces an approximate modus operandi around which a convincing psychological profile can be
constructed. His examination of suspects exonerates previous favorites, such as Michael Ostrog, whom
Assistant Chief Constable Melville Macnaghten called a ``mad Russian doctor''; but with even his preferred
suspect, a Polish con man and poisoner, he reaches the verdict ``not proven.'' Sugden's factual treatment of
the murders provides a meticulous and reasoned profile for readers and future detectives. (Photos and maps,
not seen) -- Copyright ©1994, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Sebastian:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This The Complete History of Jack the Ripper book is readable simply by you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected
with The Complete History of Jack the Ripper content conveys prospect easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it.
So , do you nevertheless thinking The Complete History of Jack the Ripper is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Randall Hernandez:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The Complete History of
Jack the Ripper that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you are able to pick The Complete History of Jack the Ripper become your
personal starter.

Dustin Kellett:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and
also soon. The The Complete History of Jack the Ripper will give you a new experience in looking at a book.

Ernestine Pagan:

You can get this The Complete History of Jack the Ripper by visit the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or
reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication
are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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