Sex, Politics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy
In Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and
Politics)

By Valerie Sperling

Read Online ©

Sex, Palitics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studiesin
Culture and Politics) By Valerie Sperling

Is Vladimir Putin macho, or ishe a"fag"? Sex, Palitics, and Putin investigates
how gender stereotypes and sexualization have been used as tools of political
legitimation in contemporary Russia. Despite their enmity, regime allies and
detractors alike have wielded traditional concepts of masculinity, femininity, and
homophobia as a means of symbolic endorsement or disparagement of political
leaders and policies.

By repeatedly using machismo as a means of legitimation, Putin's regime (unlike
that of Gorbachev or Y eltsin) opened the door to the concerted use of gendered
rhetoric and imagery as a meansto challenge regime authority. Sex, Politics, and
Putin analyzes the political uses of gender norms and sexualization in Russia
through three case studies: pro- and anti-regime groups' activism aimed at
supporting or undermining the political leaders on their respective sides; activism
regarding military conscription and patriotism; and feminist activism. Arguing
that gender norms are most easily invoked as tools of authority-building when
there exists widespread popular acceptance of misogyny and homophobia,
Sperling also examines the ways in which sexism and homophobia are reflected
in Russias public sphere.
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IsVladimir Putin macho, or ishe a"fag"? Sex, Palitics, and Putin investigates how gender stereotypes and
sexualization have been used as tools of political legitimation in contemporary Russia. Despite their enmity,
regime alies and detractors alike have wielded traditional concepts of masculinity, femininity, and
homophobia as a means of symbolic endorsement or disparagement of political leaders and policies.

By repeatedly using machismo as a means of legitimation, Putin's regime (unlike that of Gorbachev or

Y eltsin) opened the door to the concerted use of gendered rhetoric and imagery as a means to challenge
regime authority. Sex, Politics, and Putin analyzes the political uses of gender norms and sexualization in
Russia through three case studies. pro- and anti-regime groups activism aimed at supporting or undermining
the political leaders on their respective sides; activism regarding military conscription and patriotism; and
feminist activism. Arguing that gender norms are most easily invoked as tools of authority-building when
there exists widespread popular acceptance of misogyny and homophaobia, Sperling also examines the ways
in which sexism and homophobia are reflected in Russias public sphere.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Vaerie Sperling provides a valuable and comprehensive examination of the use of gender normsin Russian
politics. Sperling goes well beyond the ubiquitous imagery of a half-naked Putin on horseback or the scantily
clad 'Medvedev Girls' in arguing that gendered structures of legitimation affect regime and oppositionin
equal measures...Sperling's careful analysis and lively prose should serve as a valuabl e introduction for
students of gender politics, aswell as ahelpful corrective for seasoned observers of Russian politics who
downplay the significance of gendered norms as an interesting sideshow."

--The Russian Review

"Sex, Poalitics, and Putin is not only one of the most important books on gender politicsin Russia, but on
Russian politics more generally. It makes the case that norms of masculinity and patriarchy constitute an
important element in the legitimation of Vladimir Putin's rule in Russia and that opposition forces employ
the very same set of normsin their efforts to undercut the regime's dominance. Anyone who wants to
understand Russian politics should read this book.” --Henry E. Hale, George Washington University

"Accessibly, even humorously written, this account of recent Russian politics offers vivid insights into the
broader domain of manipulating perceptions of sexuality and gender difference to secure political legitimacy.
As aresult, American readers will not only gain a better understanding of Putin's posturing and Pussy Riot's
protests, but also see our own discourses of power and credibility in anew light."

--Myra Marx Ferree, University of Wisconsin-Madison

"I recommend this provocative, innovative feminist analysis of politicsin Putin's Russiato all Russia
observers, students of scholars of women's and gender studies, and anyone trying to make sense of the
Russia/lUkraine crisis. Sperling's insight into the foreign policy implications of misogyny, combined with her
interviews with current Russian feminists, makes Sex, Politics, and Putin a must-read.”

--Cynthia Enloe, author of Serioudy! Investigating Crashes and Crises as If Women Mattered

"...thisimportant book highlights how gender and power are inextricably linked."
--L.J. Roselle, CHOICE

"Sex, Politics & Putin is the most comprehensive illustration of the regime's gender-based | egitimation
strategy to date, and is a must-read for those who strive to understand Putin's Russia.”
--Gulnaz Sharafutdinova, Perspectives on Politics



"Valerie Sperling's well-researched and well-documented study provides an important and different lens
through which to view and analyze the current neo-cold war conflict between Russia and the West. It isa
significant addition to the literature about the current Russian |eader, his policies, and the future of his
country."

--Rochelle Ruthchild, Women's Review of Books

"Sex, Palitics, and Putin presents a goldmine of examples of how discourses on gender and sexuality are an
integral part of contemporary Russian politics. This book is amust read for scholars of Russian politics and
an engaging and accessible read for anyone interested in why bare-chested photos of Putin have become so
popular.”

--Mobilization, Courtney Doucette, Rutgers University

"ISex, Palitics, and Putin is amust-read for scholars studying the politics of gender in Slavic studies...Itsrich
engagement with interdisciplinary studies, anthropology, and cultural studies also makes a substantial
contribution to political science. Beyond this, her work raises a series of compelling questions about palitics,
commodifi cation, political agency, and new protest repertoires that will interest a broad range of readers.”
--Julie Hemment, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, |Slavic Review

About the Author

Valerie Sperling is Professor of Political Science at Clark University. Sheis the author of Altered States: The
Globalization of Accountability and Organizing Women in Contemporary Russia: Engendering Transition.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Grace Godwin:

The book Sex, Palitics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and Politics)

can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like
abook Sex, Poalitics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and Politics)? A
few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many detailsfor us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Sex, Palitics, and Putin: Political
Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and Politics) has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open and read ae-book. Soitis
very wonderful.

Edward Foland:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,



people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for awhileis
reading. Y es, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Sex, Palitics, and Putin:
Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studiesin Culture and Politics) book as beginner and daily reading
publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Harry Duffey:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It isreally fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a book. The book Sex, Politics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studiesin
Culture and Palitics) it is very good to read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the
actual e-book. Y ou can mOore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Robert Frith:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those books have many
advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may a so bring us to around the world. By book Sex, Politics,
and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and Politics) we can consider more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Sex,
Politics, and Putin: Political Legitimacy in Russia (Oxford Studies in Culture and Politics). Y ou can more
inviting than now.
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