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What is education for? Should it produce workers or educate future citizens? Is
there a place for faith schools - and should patriotism be taught?

In this compelling and controversial book, Harry Brighouse takes on all these
urgent questions and more. He argues that children share four fundamental
interests: the ability to make their own judgements about what values to adopt;
acquiring the skills that will enable them to become economically self-sufficient
as adults; being exposed to a range of activities and experiences that will enable
them to flourish in their personal lives; and developing a sense of justice.

He criticises sharply those who place the interests of the economy before those of
children, and assesses the arguments for and against the controversial issues of
faith schools and the teaching of patriotism.

Clearly argued but provocative, On Education draws on recent examples from
Britain and North America as well as famous thinkers on education such as
Aristotle and John Locke. It is essential reading for anyone interested in the
present state of education and its future.
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What is education for? Should it produce workers or educate future citizens? Is there a place for faith schools
- and should patriotism be taught?

In this compelling and controversial book, Harry Brighouse takes on all these urgent questions and more. He
argues that children share four fundamental interests: the ability to make their own judgements about what
values to adopt; acquiring the skills that will enable them to become economically self-sufficient as adults;
being exposed to a range of activities and experiences that will enable them to flourish in their personal lives;
and developing a sense of justice.

He criticises sharply those who place the interests of the economy before those of children, and assesses the
arguments for and against the controversial issues of faith schools and the teaching of patriotism.

Clearly argued but provocative, On Education draws on recent examples from Britain and North America as
well as famous thinkers on education such as Aristotle and John Locke. It is essential reading for anyone
interested in the present state of education and its future.
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Editorial Review

Review

'a rare example of a philosophical discourse with a direct relevance to contemporary policymaking...If
forthcoming debates about education policy do not draw heavily on what he has to say here, then they
will be severely impoverished' Julian Baggini, Times Educational Supplement

'Clearheaded, acutely perceptive, and utterly lucid, this is the one book about education which
everyone can and should make time to read.'  - Randall Curren, University of Rochester, USA

'This is a clearly structured and thought-out book…It’s polemical but also introduces the reader to
key arguments and issues.' - Stephen Law, Royal Institute of Philosophy

About the Author

Harry Brighouse is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He is a well-known
authority on the philosophy of education and is a regular columnist in the Times Education Supplement. He
is the author of Social Choice and Social Justice.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Steele:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
book. The book On Education (Thinking in Action) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Charles Owens:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This On Education (Thinking in Action) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?



Sharon Clayton:

You will get this On Education (Thinking in Action) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right
now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Ruby Guillen:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as of
book On Education (Thinking in Action). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you
must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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