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Ben Yagoda's How to Not Write Bad illustrates how we can all write better,
more clearly, and for a wider readership.

He offers advice on what he calls "not-writing-badly," which consists of the
ability, first, to craft sentences that are correct in terms of spelling, diction (word
choice), punctuation, and grammar, and that also display clarity, precision, and
grace. Then he focuses on crafting whole paragraphs—with attention to cadence,
consistency of tone, sentence transitions, and paragraph length.

In a fun, comprehensive guide, Yagoda lays out the simple steps we can all take
to make our writing more effective, more interesting—and just plain better.
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Editorial Review

Review
Praise for Memoir: A History

"Spirited... Yagoda's incisive exploration is a worthy study of a genre that even now cannot completely be
defined." -- Los Angeles Times

“Perceptive, thorough, and amusing.”-- New York Magazine

“This idea-driven cultural criticism leads to all kinds of interesting places.” -- Christian Science Monitor

“Ben Yagoda is one of the most subtle—and entertaining—writers about writing one can find. His history of
the memoir reads between the lines—and the lies—with illuminating precision.” —Ron Rosenbaum, author
of Explaining Hitler and The Shakespeare Wars

“We owe Ben Yagoda such a huge debt of thanks: his witty, comprehensive, and insightful ‘biography’ of
the form reminds us why the memoir matters – and will continue to matter as long as humans think, read,
and write. This is literary criticism at its lively best.” —David Friedman, author of A Mind of Its Own: A
Cultural History of the Penis and The Immortalists: Charles Lindbergh, Dr. Alexis Carrel, and Their Daring
Quest to Live Forever

“A shrewd and witty history of memoir sweeps us from Julius Caesar to James Frey. Our guide, Ben
Yagoda, is always fine company, with just the right word, kindly good judgment, and another great story
coming up on the next page. It's a splendid journey.” —Richard Ben Cramer, author of Joe DiMaggio: The
Hero’s Life and How Israel Lost: The Four Questions

"Fascinating… With its mixture of literary criticism, cultural history and just enough trivia, Yagoda’s survey
is sure to appeal to scholars and bibliophiles alike.” – Publishers Weekly (starred review)

About the Author
Ben Yagoda is a journalism professor at the University of Delaware. He is the author, coauthor, or editor of
ten books, including Memoir: A History, Will Rogers: A Biography, and When You Catch an Adjective, Kill
It, and has written for Slate, The New York Times Magazine, and publications that start with every letter of
the alphabet except J, K, Q, X, and Z. He lives in Pennsylvania with his wife.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Henry Evans:

The actual book How to Not Write Bad: The Most Common Writing Problems and the Best Ways to Avoid
Them has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was authored by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Michael Hamrick:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking How to Not Write Bad: The
Most Common Writing Problems and the Best Ways to Avoid Them that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick How to Not Write Bad: The
Most Common Writing Problems and the Best Ways to Avoid Them become your personal starter.

Catherine Benavidez:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
How to Not Write Bad: The Most Common Writing Problems and the Best Ways to Avoid Them provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.

Ernest Tate:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this How to Not Write Bad: The Most Common Writing Problems and the Best
Ways to Avoid Them can make you feel more interested to read.
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